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President’s Note
Dear NASA Members,
Happy Deepavali wishes to everyone! We hope that in this pandemic each one of you
is safe and healthy. The NASA BOD has been working hard over the past few months
and we have some exciting updates!
We received several requests to help fellow Sankethis in India through NASA. Ganesh
Rao took the lead in doing a considerable amount of research on this topic; we have
decided to sign an agreement with KSS. We are creating two funds to which NASA
members can donate money. We will work with KSS to achieve our shared charitable
goals. Thank you to all that helped us in making this happen. Please consider donating
to the NASA funds! We are also in the process of updating our website.
The BOD truly missed seeing everyone this past July. Since we do not know when we
will be able to safely meet in person, we have decided to have our NASA annual event
through Zoom this year with some cultural activities and the GBM. This event will be
taking place from 10AM – 3PM (with an hour lunch break) each day on Saturday,
December 12th and Sunday, December 13th, 2020. We have a lineup of excellent
programs including Children’s and Youth Talent Show and discussion on the impact of
COVID-19 on their academic and social life, an interesting talk by a well-known public
speaker Dr. Gururaja Karajagi, stand-up comedy by Sudha Baragur, Karnatic Classical
concerts by two young Sankethi artistes based in India, Akshatha Rudrapatna and
Dhanya Dinesh. In addition to these programs we are planning to support the video
recording of a Karnatik vocal concert by Shanthala Subramanyam.
We will update you with more details as we get closer to the program. We kindly ask
those who would like to sponsor any of the programs to send a check payable to NASA
to NASA Treasurer Raghunath or me, or using PayPal through the NASA website.
NASA is fueled by the work of our Board of Directors (BOD) and would not be possible
without these volunteer efforts. I encourage anyone who is interested in joining the
BOD to please step forward so we can continue to have great programs!
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 860-648-9798.
Once again, please keep these dates free to enjoy this year’s NASA programs and stay
safe and healthy!
Sincerely,
Prema Keshava Kumar
NASA President
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1. NASA Annual Event 2020
This year’s annual gathering will be a virtual event because of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. We all miss meeting in
person as we have done for decades; however, given the circumstances, we are happy that we can still get together
and have a good time in one another’s company, albeit virtually. We will send you the final schedule and log in details
soon, but please mark your calendars for Saturday, December 12th and Sunday, December 13th from 10 AM to 3 PM.
We are planning an exciting program for you and so we hope that we get a large participation, especially since you will
be joining us from the comfort and safety of your own homes.
Here is a tentative program schedule:
Saturday December 12, 2020
10:00 AM – 10:15 AM
10:15 AM – 11:15 AM
11:15 AM – 12:15 PM
12:15 PM – 12:45 PM
12:45 PM – 1:30 PM
1:30 PM – 2:25 PM
2:25 PM – 2:55 PM
2:55 PM – 3:00 PM

Welcome and Program Introduction
Stand-up Comedy by Sudha Baragur
Karnatik Concert #1
Introductions / Sankethi Heritage
Lunch Break
Children/Youth Talent Show
Coping with school and home life during the pandemic – A “roundtable discussion”
Wrap-up of Day 1

Sunday December 13, 2020
10:00 AM – 10:15 AM
10:15 AM – 11:15 AM
11:15 AM – 11:30 AM
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM
12:30 PM – 1:15 PM
1:15 PM – 2:45 PM
2:45 PM – 3:00 PM

Welcome Back
Thematic Talk by Dr. Gururaja Karajagi
Kowshika Sankethi Sangha Platinum Jubilee
Karnatik Concert #2
Lunch Break
General Body Meeting / Election of New Board Members
Wrap-up of Event

2. Notification Of The General Body Meeting (GBM) To Be Held On December 13, 2020
Dear Members:
The 2020 Annual GBM will convene on Sunday, December 13, 2020 at 1:15 PM EST via virtual video conferencing. The
order of business will be as follows:
1. Roll call
2. Reading/Confirmation of minutes of the preceding meeting
3. President’s address
4. Secretary’s Report
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Old and unfinished business
7. New business
8. Good and Welfare
9. Adjournment
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Any member in good standing may introduce a motion from the floor with the permission of the Chair. Such permission
shall not be denied if the member has given written notice of such motion to the corporation at least ten days but not
more than fifty days prior to the scheduled date of the meeting provided, however, that the advance notice
requirement may be waived if the estimated additional financial exposure to the corporation from the proposed
motion is less than US$500 in the relevant fiscal year(s).
The BOD would also like to propose the following new business:
Proposal: The Board of Directors proposes to postpone the 2020 NASA elections until the next GBM in 2021. This is to
avoid the difficulty of conducting an election during a virtual conference and to maintain continuity during the
pandemic. There is no financial impact of this motion. The BOD has already discussed and unanimously agreed to this
motion and we are now presenting it to the members.
Please note that per NASA bylaws only members in good standing as of the Record Date may vote in any formal motion
or election of office bearers. We would encourage non-members desirous of joining NASA to consider life membership
instead of annual membership. Membership form may be printed from our website www.Sankethi.org .
Submitted by: Ganesh Rao Secretary

3. Invitation To Join The NASA Board
The NASA BOD has several openings and we need your help! Please consider volunteering to help us in planning and
conducting activities and events, and in managing the NASA organization. We need you! Please email any member of
the BOD to volunteer or for more information.

4. Invitation To Participate In The NASA Annual Event Talent Show
We invite NASA children and youth to share their talent with the community during our annual event. Please contact
Amrutha Viswanatha (Amrutha.viswa@gmail.com / 908-331-2596) or Prema Kumar (keshavprema@gmail.com /
860-648-9798) to indicate your interest. Please indicate the name, age, talent (vocal singing, instrument, dance, etc.)
and time needed. Depending on the number of participants, we may need to limit your performance to 5 minutes.

5. Invitation To Participate In A Children/Youth Discussion On Coping With The Pandemic
The pandemic has changed our lives dramatically over the past 9 months. Most of our school-going children and college
students have faced significant challenges managing with online classes, lack of face-to-face interaction with teachers,
classmates and friends. We thought it would be interesting to have a “roundtable discussion” amongst our young
members on the challenges they have faced and how they are coping with those. We encourage young members
(middle school, high school or college students) to join this virtual, moderated discussion. Please contact Sudarshan
(sudi_sudarshan@yahoo.com / 248-921-2673) if you would like to participate, indicating your age, grade/year and
where you go to school. Depending on the number of participants by age/class and duration of other programs, we
might divide the group into two.
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6. NASA Charity Funds Established
The NASA BOD is proud to announce the institution of two charitable funds to provide assistance to needy Sankethis in
India through our partner organization, the Kowshika Sankethi Sangha (KSS). NASA encourages everyone to donate
generously to support these worthy causes. If you are eligible for employer-matching programs, please use those to
increase your impact. It only takes a little to have a large impact. And since NASA is a registered 501(c)(3) charitable
organization, you may be eligible for tax benefits for your donations to these funds.
To make donations, please send your check or electronic payments to the address below. Please indicate the fund you
would like to receive your donation. NASA will provide a receipt acknowledging your generous donation.
NASA, Inc.
161 Natsisky Farm Rd.
South Windsor, CT 06074
Sankethi Scholarship Fund
In order to provide support for those Sankethi students in India who need lodging and other financial assistance, the
North American Sankethi Association is creating a Sankethi Scholarship Fund. Donations to this fund will be used to
provide boarding, lodging and educational assistance to needy Sankethi students in India. The funds will be managed
according to IRS guidelines and disbursed at NASA’s discretion to eligible organizations in India. About 95% of the funds
collected will be used for charitable purposes and the remainder will be used to cover administrative expenses.
Boarding and lodging for one Sankethi student
in a hostel
Degree student scholarship (Medical,
Engineering, PG, etc)
Pre-degree students
Other students (10-12 grade)
Partial college fee reimbursement
General support

$300/year ($25/month)
$120/year ($10/month)
$90/year ($7.50/month)
$60/year ($5/month)
$480/year ($40/month)
Any amount

Sankethi Senior Citizen Fund
Many Sankethi senior citizens in India are left without money or family to support them in their old age. The Sankethi
Old-Age Home provides these needy seniors with lodging, food and medical care. Donations to this fund will be used to
support the needs of these elderly Sankethis in Bengaluru. The funds will be managed according to IRS guidelines and
disbursed at NASA’s discretion to eligible organizations in India. About 95% of the funds collected will be used for
charitable purposes and the remainder will be used to cover administrative expenses.
Senior Citizen/widow/disability pension.
**This is an urgent need**
Boarding and lodging in the Sankethi Old Age
Home
Emergency Medical Support
General support

$180/year ($15/month)
$720/year ($60/month)
$180/year ($15/month)
Any amount
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7. It’s All About The Food!
In this issue of Chiguru, we have two recipes from none other than our President Prema Keshav Kumar. Happy cooking
and eating!

Recipe for Bread Upittu by Prema Keshav Kumar
Ingredients:
This recipe serves about 8 people. The recipe takes about an hour and is best to eat when hot!
One loaf of bread (suggested: tomato basil bread or sourdough bread)
1 onion
1 green pepper
1 red pepper
1 yellow pepper
1 orange pepper
2 carrots
1 potato
1 small head of broccoli
1 tomato
4-5 green chilis (or 2 jalapeños)
2 tablespoons of chopped cilantro
½ cup oil
¼ teaspoon of mustard seeds
¼ teaspoon of cumin seeds
½ teaspoon of urad dal
½ teaspoon of chana dal
Pinch of turmeric
Pinch of ingu (asafoetida)
Directions:
1. Chop the vegetables into cubes.
2. Cut bread into 2-inch squares.
3. Create the seasoning by adding mustard seeds, cumin seeds, chopped chilis, Ingu, turmeric, and curry leaves,
urad dal, chana dal to hot oil.
4. Add onions to the seasoning and sauté for 3-5 minutes, then add in potatoes. Stir occasionally.
5. After 3-5 minutes add in all the peppers and carrots. Stir occasionally.
6. After about 7 minutes, add in the tomato and broccoli.
7. Add salt and cilantro and then add the bread and gently mix together.
Note: If you would like, you can use less vegetables or use the vegetable palya for sandwiches too!
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Special Chutneypudi Recipe by Prema Keshav Kumar
Ingredients
This recipe makes about 5 cups.
2 cups of chia seeds
1 cup of roasted flax seeds
1 cup of sesame seeds
1 cup of curry leaves
10 to 15 red chilies (depending on your spice level)
1 cup of dry coconut flakes
2 teaspoons of oil
2 teaspoons of salt
Pinch of ingu (asafoetida)
Pinch of turmeric powder
2 teaspoons of Tamarind
4 tablespoons of jaggery powder (or brown sugar
powder)
Instructions:
1. Lightly roast the chia seeds and sesame seeds, and mix in roasted flax seeds.
2. Then, separately roast curry leaves, red chilies, tamarind pieces, Ingu, and salt with 2 teaspoons of oil for 6
minutes.
3. Wait for everything to cool down.
4. Put everything including the turmeric powder and jaggery powder in a blender and blend into dry coarse
powder.
5. Enjoy with olive oil as a side for thindi or with yogurt rice!
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8. Poetry By Dr. M.S. Nataraja
We are pleased to bring once again two poems penned by Dr. M.S. Nataraja. Irrespective of your political inclinations,
we hope you will enjoy these poems about COVID and Trump’s encounter with it! Dr. Nataraja shows again his uncanny
ability to write about current affairs in his inimitable style, laced with a generous “Sankethi” helping of humor.

ತುರುಫನು ಬಂದನು ಶ್ವ ೇತಭವನಕೆ
ಮೈ.ಶ್ರ ೇ. ನಟರಾಜ (ಕೆ ಎಸ್ ನ ಅವರ ಕ್ಷಮೆ ಕೇರ)
ತುರುಫನು ಬಂದನು ಶ್ವ ೇತಭವನಕೆ
ಸಂಜೆಯಾಗಿತುು
ಕಣ್ಣಿ ಗೆ ಮಣ್ಿ ನು ಎರಚಿದ ತೆರದಿ
ಚಾಪರ್ ಇಳಿದಿತುು -- ಗಿರರನೆ
ಚಾಪರ್ ತಿರುಗಿತುು

ತೆಳ್ಿ ನೆ ಕೆಲಿಲ ಯ ಕರೆದಿಿಂತೆಿಂದನು
‘ಮಡದಿಯ ಕರೆಯಮಮ ’
ಮೆಲುದನಿಯಲಿ ಕೆಲಿಲ ಯು ಅಿಂದಳು
‘ಆಕೆಗೆ ಏಕಾಿಂತ’ -- ನಕಕ ಳು
ತುರುಫನು ನಗಲಿಲಲ

ಪೌರರ ಮನೆಯಲಿ ಬಣ್ಿ ದ ಬಾವುಟ
ಪಟಪಟ ಹಾರಿತುು
ತುರುಫನು ಮುಖದಲಿ ಹಚಿಿ ದ ಮೇಕಪ್
ಎದ್ದು ಕಾಣುತಿತುು -- ಕೇವಿಡ್
ಕದ್ದು ನೇಡುತಿತುು

ಮೆಟಟ ಲನೇರುತ ಬಂದನು ತುರುಫನು
ಕೇವಿಡ್ ಆಸ್ಪ ತೆಾ ಯಿಂದ
ಕಣ್ಿ ನು ಕಡಿದರು ನಿದ್ರಾ ಯು ಬಾರದ್ದದನುನ
ಕಮಲಳ್ ಕನಸಿಿಂದ -- ನಡುಗಿಪ
ಸೇಲಿನ ಭಯದಿಿಂದ

ರೆಮ್ಡಿ ಜಿವಿೇರ್ ಹೈಡ್ರಾ ಕ್ಸಿ ಕಲ ೇರೇಕ್ಸವ ನ್
ತುರುಫನ ಕಾದಿತುು
ರಿೇಜೆನೆರಾನ್ ಮಾನೇಕಲ ೇನಲ್
ಕಾಕೆಟ ೇಲ್ ಕರೆದಿತುು -- ತುರುಫಗೆ
ಅಮೃತವೇ ದೊರಕ್ಸತುು

ಬೆಳ್ಗಾಯತು ‘ಸ್ರಿ ಹೊರಡುವೆ’ನೆಿಂದನು
ಕಾಯ ಿಂಪೇನ್ ನೆಪದಲಿಲ
ಸೂಜಿಯ ಚುಚುಿ ತ ಕಾಕೆಟ ೇಲ್ ಕಟಟ ನು
ಡ್ರಕಟ ರ್ ಗುಡುಗುತಲಿ -- ತೆಪಪ ನೆ
ಮಲಗೇ ಎನುನ ತಲಿ

ತಿಪಪ ರುಗಾಲಿನ ಮಂಚದ ಮೇಗಡೆ
ಮೆತು ನೆ ಹಾಸಿತುು
ಸಿಟ ೇರಾಯ್ಡಿ ಸೇರಿದ ರಕು ದ ಪಾ ಭಾವ
ಕುತಕುತ ಕುದಿದಿತುು -- ತುರುಫನ
ನಿದ್ರಾ ಯ ಕಸಿದಿತುು

ಕೇಪದಿ ಕುದಿಯುತ ಪಿಂಡ ತುರುಫನು
ತೆಗೆದನು ಮುಸುಕನುನ
ಭುಸುಭುಸುಗುಟ್ಟಟ ತ ಉಸಿರನು ಬಿಟಟ ನು
ಹರಡುತ ವೈರಾಣು --ಎಲಲ ರಿಗು
ಕೇವಿಡ್ ವೈರಾಣು!

ಚಿನನ ದ ಕೂದಲ ಕೆಲಿಲ ಯು ತಂದಳು
ಸುಳಿಿ ನ ಸುದಿು ಯನು
ಜೈ ಜೈ ಎನುನ ವ ತುರುಫರ ಭಕು ರ
ವಿಡಿಯೇ ತುಣುಕನುನ -- ಆದರೆ
ಮೆಲಿೇನಿಯಾ ಗಾಯಬ್ಬು

ದೇಶವ ವಿಭಜಿಸಿ ಸುಡಲು ಹೊರಟಿಹನು
ಸುಳುಿ ಕೇರನವನು
ಮತ್ತು ಮೆಮ ಗೆದು ರೆ ಹಿಡಿಯುವರಾರು
ಸುಳುಿ ಕೇರನವನು -- ಐನಾತಿ
ತೆರಿಗೆ ವಂಚಕನು!
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’ಆಹಾ ಅಮೇರಿಕ’ ’ಅಯ್ಯ ೇ ಅಮೆರಿಕ’
ಡಾ. ಮೈ.ಶ್ರ ೇ. ನಟರಾಜ
ಅಿಂದ್ದ, ಅಮೆರಿಕದ ನೆಲದಲಿಲ
ನಾನು ಕಾಲಿಟಟ ವರುಷ
ತಂದಿತುು ಎಲಿಲ ಲಲ ದ ಹರುಷ
ಈ ಮಹಾನ್ ದೇಶದ ಪಾ ಜೆಯಬು
ಚಂದಾ ನಮೇಲೆ ಹೆಜೆೆ ಊರಿದು
ಎಲಲ ರೂ ನೇಡುತಿು ದು ಿಂತೆಯೇ!

ಇಿಂದ್ದ, ಸೇತವ ತಾನೇ ಗೆದ್ರು ನೆನುನ ತಾು ನೆ
ಗೆದು ವಗೆ ಸ್ಲಿಲ ಸುತಾು ನೆ ಅಭಿನಿಿಂದನೆ
’ಗೆದು ರೆ ಎಲಾಲ ಸ್ರಿ, ಸೇತರೆ ಎಣ್ಣಕೆಯಂತಾ
ಕುತಂತಾ ’
’ಬಿಡಲಾರೆ ಕುಚಿರ’ ಎಿಂದ್ದ ಪಟ್ಟಟ ಹಿಡಿದ್ದ
ಕೇಟ್ಟರ ಕಛೇರಿ ಮೆಟಟ ಲೇರುತಾು ನೆ
ಜೂಲಿಯಾನಿಯಂಥಾ ಜೂಲುನಾಯನುನ ಛೂ
ಬಿಡುತಾು ನೆ

ಇಿಂದ್ದ, ಈ ವರುಷ, ತರಲಿಲಲ ಹರುಷ
ಪೇಲಿೇಸ್ನಬು ಅಸ್ಹಾಯಕನ
ಕುತಿು ಗೆಯ ಮೇಲೆ ಮಂಡಿ ಊರಿದು
ಉಸಿರುಕಟಿಟ ದಮಮ ಯಯ ಎಿಂದರೂ ಬಿಡದ್ರ
ಉರುಳಿಸಿ ಕರಳ್ ತಿವಿದಿದು , ಹತೆಯ ಗೈದಿದು
ಎಲಲ ರೂ ನೇಡುತಿು ದು ಿಂತೆಯೇ!

ಅಿಂದ್ದ, ಈ ದೇಶದಲಿ ಮೊದಲು ಕಾಲಿಟ್ಟಟ ಗ
ಕನಸುಗಳ್ ಕಂಡು ಸಂಭಾ ಮಪಟಿಟ ದ್ರು ವು
ಹಾಲು-ಜೇನಿನ ದೇಶವೆಿಂದ್ದ ಕುಣ್ಣದ್ದಡಿದ್ರು ವು
ಅವಕಾಶಗಳ್ ಕೇಶವೆಿಂದ್ದ ಹಾಡಿದ್ರು ವು
ವಯ ಕ್ಸು -ವಾಕ್-ಸ್ವವ ತಂತಾ ಯ ಗಳ್ ನಾಡೆಿಂದ್ದ
ಮೆರೆದಿದ್ರು ವು
ಇನೆನ ಲಿಲ ಯ ಸ್ವ ಗರ ಎಿಂದ್ದ ಭಾ ಮ್ಡಸಿದ್ರು ವು

ಅಿಂದ್ದ, ಒಿಂದೂವರೆ ಶತಮಾನದ ಹಿಿಂದ್ರ
ಆ ಮಹಾಶಯನಬು ಹೇಳಿದು
"ಪಾ ಜೆಗಳ್ದೇ ಸ್ಕಾರರ, ಪಾ ಜೆಗಳಿಿಂದಲೇ ಸ್ಕಾರರ,
ಪಾ ಜೆಗಳಿಗಾಗಿಯೇ ಸ್ಕಾರರ"
"ನಾನೆಿಂತು ಗುಲಾಮನಾಗಲಾರೆನೇ
ಅಿಂತೆಯೇ, ನಾನೆಿಂದಿಗೂ ಆಗಲಾರೆ ಒಡೆಯ"

ಇಿಂದ್ದ, ಮೊಮಮ ಕಕ ಳ್ ಕಾಲಕೆಕ ಕಾಲಿಟ್ಟಟ
ಅಮೆರಿಕಾ ’ಮಹಾನ್’ ಆದ್ದದನು ಕಂಡೆವು
ಸ್ವವ ತಂತಾ ಯ ದೇವಿಯ ಕಣ್ಣಿ ೇರ ಕುಡಿದ್ರವು
ಕೆಿಂಪ-ನಿೇಲಿಗಳ್ ವಿಭಜನೆಗೆ ಸ್ವಕ್ಸಿ ಗಳಾದ್ರವು
ಪಾ ಜೆಗಳ್ ಮ್ಡತಿಯನು ಪಾ ಭುಗಳ್ ಅತಿಯನು
ಭಂಡ ಮುಖಂಡರ ನಿಜರೂಪಗಳ್ನರಿತೆವು

ಇಿಂದ್ದ, ಈ ಮಹಾಶಯನಬು ಹೇಳುತಿು ದ್ದು ನೆ
ಕ್ಸಿಂಚಿತ್ತು ಸಂಕೇಚವಿಲಲ ದೇ
"ನನನ ದೇ ಸ್ಕಾರರ, ನನಿನ ಿಂದಲೇ ಸ್ಕಾರರ,
ನನಗಾಗಿಯೇ ಸ್ಕಾರರ"
"ವಿಜ್ಞಾ ನಿಗಳಿಗೇನು ಮಹಾ ಗತುು ? ಗಟ್ಟಟ
ಎತೆಿಂಥವರನೆನ ೇ ನಾನು ಫ಼ೈರ್ ಮಾಡಿ ಬಿಟ್ಟಟ !"

ಅಿಂದ್ದ ನಾವಿಬು ರೇ, ಪಟಟ ಗೂಡಿನಂಥ
ಮನೆಯಲಿಲ ರೆಕೆಕ ಹರಡಿ ಹಾರಾಡುತಾು
’ಆಹಾ ಅಮೆರಿಕಾ’ ಎನುನ ತು ಮಧುಚಂದಾ
ಮಾಡಿದ್ರು ವು

ಅಿಂದ್ದ, ಚುನಾವಣೆಯಲಿಲ ಸೇತವರು
ಗೆದು ವರಿಗೆ ಸ್ಲಿಸುತಿು ದು ರು ಅಭಿನಂದನೆ
ಕೇರುತಿು ದು ರು ರಾಷಟ ರದ ಹಿತವನುನ
ನೆಮಮ ದಿಯಲಿ ಹಿನೆನ ಲೆಗೆ ಸ್ರಿದ್ದ
ಬರೆಯುತಿು ದು ರು ಆತಮ ಚರಿತೆಾ ಗಳ್ನುನ
ಮಾಡುತಿು ದು ರು ದಿೇನದಲಿತರ ಸೇವೆಯನುನ

ಇಿಂದೂ ನಾವಿಬು ರೇ, ಮಹಲಿನಂಥ
ಬಂಗಲೆಯಲಿಲ
ಬಂದಿಗಳಾಗಿ ಕೇವಿಡ್ ಸ್ವವಿನ ಲೆಕಕ ವ ಕೇಳುತ
’ಅಯಯ ೇ ಅಮೆರಿಕ’ ಎನುನ ತ ಕುಳಿತಿಹೆವು!
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9. Community News
Rajath Sathyaprakash, son of Dr. Uma and Dr. Bangalore Sathyaprakash of State College,
PA, completed his PhD at Durham University in the United Kingdom in the field of X-Ray
Astronomy. His thesis was focused on the observations of extragalactic compact sources
such as neutron stars and black holes that are tidally shredding their neighboring star, thus
emitting intense radiation at X-ray and optical wavelengths. These observations are used for
testing various aspects of Einstein's gravitational theories, learn about the exotic structural
properties of neutron stars and how such objects are formed.
Rajath is currently a postdoctoral fellow at the Institute of Space Sciences in Barcelona,
Spain where he is building on his prior research work by using artificial intelligence
algorithms to automate the analysis of data from astronomical telescopes.

Chaitra Sathyaprakash, daughter of Dr Uma and Dr Bangalore Sathyaprakash of State
College, PA, completed her DPhil at the University of Oxford, United Kingdom, in the
Nuffield Department of Clinical Neurosciences. She worked in a group specializing in
understanding amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s
disease, a neuro-degenerative disease in which neurons which control all voluntary
movement are progressively lost.
Chaitra is currently working as a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Edinburgh, United
Kingdom to further the understanding of the pathology of synapses in the brain in patients
with dementia towards identifying defects associated with Alzheimer’s Disease, the most
common form of dementia.

10. Condolences
Several members of the Sankethi Community in North America including two Past Presidents of NASA are no longer
with us. The NASA Board expresses deep condolences to the bereaved family and friends. Many of you participated in
the Memorial Services we held in June through Zoom to remember those who departed earlier this year.
Sri S.N. Jagannath
Saligram Narayan Rao Jagannath, 83, of Tampa, Florida, passed away on Thursday,
February 20, 2020, having lost his wife, Smt. Leela Jagannath, only a few months earlier.
Jagannath was born on July 13th 1936 in Bangalore, India - the oldest of five children.
After graduating from University College of Engineering in Bangalore in 1956, he married
Leelavathi in 1962. Jagannath immigrated to the U.S. in 1970, initially living in Flushing,
New York City. Jagannath was NASA President during 1992-94. Jagannath’s greatest
attribute was a relentless work ethic and devotion to his family. Jagannath was also
passionate about sports and the arts. Jagannath is survived by his sons, Diwakar and
Ram, sister Mani, daughters-in-law Karen and Courtney, and granddaughters Luna and
Mila.
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Sri K.V. Srikantiah
Kuppahally Venkataramiah Srikantiah, known for sharing his big warm heart
throughout his life succumbed to heart complications on June 1, 2020 at the age of 85.
Srikantiah, also known as Raju, was born in 1935 in Bangalore, India, the second of ten
children. He married Shilaja in 1963 and came to the U.S. in 1968 to pursue graduate
studies at Indiana State University. After a few years in Milwaukee where he pursued
further studies, the family moved to Canada in 1975. Over the next several years,
Srikantiah worked in the area of telecommunications R&D at Bell Canada, BNR, Bell
Labs, and Verizon. The work that he did laid the groundwork for modern day
communications including Video on Demand and Voice Over Internet Protocol.
In 1985, the Srikantiah family returned to the U.S. and became very active members of
NASA. Srikantiah was passionate about ensuring that future generations would not
forget their roots. He travelled to numerous Sankethi communities in India and
created a documentary that captured stories from village elders. He was a fixture at NASA gatherings year after year,
and served as NASA President from 2004-2006. Srikantiah is perhaps best known for the warmth and good humor he
brought to NASA. He savored every moment with friends and family, just as he savored every sip of coffee and every
bite of food. Although his zest for life and charismatic presence will be missed, his curiosity, ambition, and bottomless
optimism will be remembered and embodied by his family and friends for years to come. Srikantiah is survived by his
wife Shilaja, daughters Nandini, Ranjini, and Ashwini, sons-in-law Srikanth and Dale, and grandchildren Kiran, Akhila,
Tejan and Reyva.
In Memoriam
Dr. Manohar R. Jagalur, 58, of Albany, NY passed away on January 17, 2020. He leaves behind his wife Jyoti, son Zev
Mahan, his parents-in-law Mattur Balakrishna and Jaya, and other relatives.
Dr. Nagbhushan Rao, 82, of Columbia, MD passed away on May 9, 2020. He is bereaved by his wife Revati, children
Rukmini, Madhav and Meenakshi, grandchildren Sophie, Benjamin, Josiah, Micah, Mercy, Isiah, Jonah, Charis, Judah,
and Cordelia, and other relatives.
Sri BSD (Basavapatna Subbarao Dattatri) Swamy passed away on Monday, July 22nd 2020 at the age of 89. He was the
son of B.S. Dattatri, one of the stalwarts of Kowshika Sankethi Sangha, and is survived by his wife Indu, children Deepak,
Jayant and Naina, their significant others, siblings and grandchildren.
Sri Tandaveswara (Tandav) Magge of Murrysville, PA and patriarch of the Magge family in the U.S. passed away on July
24, 2020 at the age of 88. He leaves behind his wife Susheela, his children Lakshmi, Keshav and Sandhya, their spouses
Ramesh Chandra, Monica and Ketan respectively, grandchildren Anita, Ashwin, Lia, Veda, Zane and Rohan, and great
grandson Niam, along with the members of the large Magge clan.
Sri B.K. Lakshminarayana, father of NASA Past President Dr. Keshava Kumar and father-in-law of present NASA
President Prema Kumar passed away in Bangalore on July 27, 2020 at the age of 82.
Smt. Parvathy Rangappa, mother of Dr. Jaikumar Rangappa, and someone familiar to many in the NASA community,
passed away on July 30, 2020. She is survived by her son, two daughters, six grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren.
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