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    President’s Note   

 

Dear NASA Members, 
 
Happy Ugadi! The NASA Board of Directors hopes that this new samvatsara will bring 
health and happiness to all. May 2021 be a year of growth for everyone. 
 
I want to thank all those who attended the NASA virtual event in December 2020. We 
had a fantastic event with a variety of beautiful performances. Despite not being 
together in person, the NASA community brought the same excitement and energy to 
this event as always. I want to recognize the BOD for all of their hard work in making 
this event possible. We want to thank all the participants for their wonderful 
performances, all the sponsors of the event, as well as those who donated to NASA. 
We plan to conduct a virtual event again this year and will share more details when we 
have them. If anyone has any ideas as to what they would like to see in this year’s 
event, please contact one of our board members. 
 
Since our December meeting, the BOD has put a lot of time into updating the life 
membership list. If your contact information has changed in the past few years (and 
you have not yet let us know), or if you have been contacted by a BOD member asking 
for updated information, please get in touch with us at your earliest convenience to 
ensure you are receiving all communications. Please encourage your fellow Sankethis 
to become NASA life members! Let us all pledge in 2021 to introduce one new person 
to NASA and encourage them to become a life member so we can continue to grow 
our organization. 
 
Ganesh Rao continues to lead our efforts around finalizing charitable donations to 
foreign organizations. You can find more details about this process in this edition of 
Chiguru. We will be collecting donations to support two causes this year: Needy 
Sankethi Students and Needy Sankethi Seniors. Please consider your donations to 
support Sankethi students and seniors. Send your donations to NASA and specify 
which cause you are supporting. Please donate generously by July 4th, 2021! 
 
The BOD has also been discussing how we, as a community, can foster more 
awareness around our Sankethi culture among younger generations (and others who 
have interest!). We are thinking about offering virtual workshops around Sankethi 
language, culture, music, food etc.. If you are interested in being a part of these 
workshops or have other ideas as to how we can creatively share our culture, please 
contact one of the board members. 
 
Thank you for supporting NASA! 
Prema Keshav Kumar 
NASA President 

http://www.sankethi.org/
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1. NASA Annual Event 2020 

This last year was unlike any in our lifetime. We had to improvise based on the circumstances and come up with a 
new way to meet and share with NASA families and stay safe. Our annual event, therefore, was conducted virtually 
via Zoom on Saturday, December 12th and Sunday, December 13th. We were pleased that over 120 people logged 
in from North America, India, Europe and Australia, and other parts of the world. With multiple people sharing some 
of the devices, we estimate that over 200 people participated in some part of the program. The level of participation 
was higher than for many in-person annual NASA get-togethers in previous years. In order to accommodate the time 
difference between India and North America, performers and presenters from India were featured in the morning 
sessions on both days. 
 
Saturday’s event began with informal social interaction among members. Several members of the Kowshika Sankethi 
Sangha Management Committee joined the event. Many old connections were reestablished and new connections 
made. The main program began with invocational prayer by Mrs. Shamala Chandan. NASA President Prema Keshav 
Kumar presented welcomed the participants to the event.  
 
We were next presented with a beautiful live Carnatic vocal music concert by Akshatha Rudrapatna. She was 
accompanied on the violin by Vishwajeet Mattur and on the Mridanga by Sachin Prakash. The concert began with the 
upbeat Ganapathi kriti by Thyagaraja in SowrAshtra raga. This was followed by the popular BanTureethi in 
hamsanAda. Next was an elaborate alapana in Lalitha that brought out the beauty of the raga; Vishwajeet ably 
followed with alapana on the violin. The main kriti of the concert was the well-known Dikshitar kriti Hiranmayeem 
Lalitha, accompanied by creative Neraval and Kalpanaswaras. Sachin Prakash exhibited his talent with a competent 
Tani Avartanam. Akshata then presented a song on a diety dear to Sankethis, Lakshmikeshava of Kowshika, 
composed by her guru Ganakalabhushana R.K. Padmanabha in Raga Ahir Bhairav. The concert was concluded with a 
beautiful ragamalika ugabhoga followed by the evergreen Purandaradasa composition Jagadoddharana in kApi.    
 
This was followed by a Stand-up Comedy presentation by the renowned comedienne Sudha Baragur. Sudha, a 
masterful entertainer, lightened the hearts and minds of the audience so stressed by the pandemic for nearly a year 
with her jokes about the COVID pandemic, life in the U.S. and Sankethis. Despite the virtual format, she built rapport 
with the participants with her personable and engaging style. Given the late hour in India, we had to reluctantly end 
the program! We would like to thank Prema who is Sudha’s friend and college roommate for enabling this program.  
 
The post-lunch session on Saturday provided an opportunity for NASA youth to show their talents. We were 
entertained by several of our young members. We thank all the parents and children for this talent show. 
Here is a list of the children who performed, the talent they displayed and the names of the proud parents: 
 
Ashok and Arya  Bhajans     Shankar Shridhara and Merica Shrestha 
Nayan   Piano     Aruna Viswanatha and Joydip Kundu 
Mihir    Pledge of Allegiance   Aruna Viswanatha and Joydip Kundu 
Roshan   Piano     Veena Viswanatha and James Bourke 
Amar   Shlokas     Veena Viswanatha and James Bourke 
Adithri   Piano     Lalitha Hanasoge and Dima Khavulya 
Savithri   Violin     Lalitha Hanasoge and Dima Khavulya 
Ahaana   Singing     Sheela Nagaraj-Dikshith and Pramod Dikshith 
Myra   Singing     Vidya Ramanath and Santhosh Sorab 
Mythili   Singing     Soudamini and Dinesh Rao 
Chinmayee  Violin and Flute    Soumya and Sunil Srinivasmurthy 
Ashray   Bhagavad Gita Chanting   Sheela Hanasoge and Arun Chickmenahalli 
Reyva   Singing     Ranjini Srikantiah and Dale Poage 
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Tejan   Saxophone    Ranjini Srikantiah and Dale Poage 
Jathin   Tabla     Shalini and Ganesh Rao 
 
The Saturday event ended with Dr. M.S. Nataraja reciting three of his poems, Namgu nimgu engagalhoytu Trumpu, 
Aha America, Ayyo America and Turufanu bandanu Shwetha bhavanake 
 
Sunday’s program began with a beautiful invocation by Amala Arun. NASA President welcomed the participants next. 
This was followed by an introduction of the keynote speaker for the day, Dr. Gururaja Karajagi, by Uma Venkatesh. 
Dr. Karajagi is a well-known personality in Karnataka, known for his inspirational talks on a wide range of topics. The 
theme of this presentation was Joy of Giving. With many examples from his own life, Dr. Karajagi impressed on the 
audience that listened to him with rapt attention why giving back to society brings the greatest joy and meaning to 
our lives.  The talk was followed by a lively Question and Answer session in which participants interacted with Dr. 
Karajagi. Dr. Karajagi’s lucid style and his optimistic outlook inspired the audience.  
 
The next event was a vocal Carnatic concert by Dhanya Dinesh Rudrapatna, a disciple of accomplished musicians 
including Vidwan Sri Delhi P. Sunderrajan and Vidwan Sri Neyveli R. Santanagopalan. Dhanya was accompanied on 
the violin by Vishwajeet Mattur and on the Mridanga by K.R. Gurudutt. The concert  began with a brisk varna in 
Behag. This was followed by the popular Thyagaraja composition Sangeetha Gnanamu in the raga DhanyAsi. Dhanya 
next presented a beautiful alapana in the soothing Kharaharapriya raga. Vishwajeet followed suit on the violin. Next 
came the main piece of the concert, the Thyagaraja kriti kOri sEvimparAre, embellished with Neraval and captivating 
kalpanaswaras. Gurudutt next displayed his drumming prowess with an outstanding Tani Avartanam. Dhanya next 
sang Rajaji’s patriotic composition Kurai Ondrum Illai in ragamalika (Sivaranjani, KApi and Sindhu Bhairavi). The 
concert concluded with the popular Swathi Tirunal Thillana in Hindi, a rarely used language in Carnatic music, in Raga 
DhanAshri.  
 
Sri Anantha Nanjundiah, President of Kowshika Sankethi Sangha (KSS), who was gracious enough to address the 
meeting at a late hour, spoke to NASA members about the objectives of the Sangha and the various community 
service activities undertaken by KSS. Sri Anantha spoke about the long-standing relationship between NASA and KSS. 
He assured NASA members that KSS awards scholarships and supports older Sankethis without consideration to 
which sect they belong to. He emphasized the need for unifying Kowshika Sankethis and Bettadapura Sankethis into 
one group and explained efforts taken by his organization towards this vision. Mr. Anantha answered many 
members’ questions and appealed to NASA members to donate generously towards KSS’s charitable activities. 
 
The post-lunch session on Sunday was dedicated to discussing NASA activities including membership, charitable work 
and community activities. While originally planned to be a General Body, the meeting was regarded as an informal 
member meeting as some discrepancies in the membership roster needed to be made before an official GBM could 
be held. The event ended with members wishing good bye to their relatives and friends and agreement that NASA 
should hold more such online sessions, especially during the pandemic. NASA President Prema Keshav Kumar., 
  
Here is a link to the first day of the event, December 12, 2020 
https://youtu.be/MAVlxrshwwM 
 

This is the link to the second day of the event, December 13, 2020 
https://youtu.be/Vq8gku4iOHE 
 

Please note that these video links are only for your personal use and should not be shared with others without 
permission from NASA. 
 

Arkanath Sudarshan 
  

https://youtu.be/MAVlxrshwwM
https://youtu.be/Vq8gku4iOHE
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Screen Shot From The Zoom Conference Showing Participant Images 
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2. Secretary’s Report of The NASA Annual Meeting Held On December 13, 2020 
 

Dear Members: 

 

As there have been questions about the accuracy and validity of the NASA Membership List, it was determined that 

there is no way to achieve a quorum. Therefore, the meeting was not a true General Body Meeting and no formal 

actions or votes could be taken. Formal meeting minutes do not need to be approved. Instead, the time was used to 

discuss issues and plan future activities. A chief outcome was the need to properly validate and correct the 

membership list so that the next meeting can be a formal General Body Meeting. In addition, the plan for charitable 

donations was discussed at length. After discussions concluded, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Ganesh Rao 

NASA Secretary 

 

3. Thank You To Sponsors Of The Annual Event 

The NASA Board thanks all the sponsors who enabled us to bring the excellent artistes from India to our annual 
event.   
 

Dinesh & Soudamini Rao $500  
Uma Venkatesh & Bangalore Sathyaprakash $500 Dr. Karajagi’s Program 
Prema & Keshav Kumar $250  
R. Shivashankar $101  

 
  

4. NASA Donations to Charitable Causes  

Over the past year, the NASA Board has discussed ways to provide more charitable assistance to needy Sankethis in 
India, especially during these difficult times. Many concerns were raised by NASA members throughout the process, 
and prior Board members with experience on this matter were involved in the discussions. Due to the many 
questions raised, the NASA Board decided to consult a lawyer to get an authoritative opinion. We retained Hurwit 
and Associates of Massachusetts who specialize in non-profit law. Here is a very brief summary of their 
recommendations. 
 
We do not have to be overly complicated. NASA is a registered 501(c)(3) and there are more stringent requirements 
for private foundations. There is no need for bylaw amendments or separate funds.  
 
o   Collect funds in a general charitable drive or annual campaign for general purposes not specific to any foreign 
organization (general old-age help, scholarship help, etc.) 
 
o   NASA Board should meet and vote to disburse the funds. This should be done EACH TIME before sending money to 
any other organization. Avoid conflict of interest and self-dealing 
 
o   Also check the federal government’s Office of Foreign Assets (OFAC) list to ensure that organizations’ names and all 
their board members' names are not on the list 
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o   Also create an agreement for EACH TRANSFER and get it signed by the recipient organization before sending 
money. 
  
Therefore, the process for handling donations to any organization is: 
 
1.    Raise money with a general fundraiser 
 
2.    Have a board vote prior to any disbursement to approve the grant.  
 
3.    Check OFAC list 
 
4.    Update the charity agreement for the donation to specify the amount, cause, date etc. 
 
5.    Get the agreement signed by the grantee 
 
6.    Disburse funds. 
 
7.    Receive receipt 
 
8.    Receive annual report 
 
Based on the advice we have received, this is how we intend to proceed. This simplifies the process (no need for 
votes by the General Body or by-law amendments) and maintains full NASA control (each disbursement is voted on 
and agreed to for a specific purpose). 
 
Thank you all for your patience throughout this process. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ganesh Rao 
NASA Secretary  
 

5. Would You Like To Learn The Sankethi Language? 

The NASA BoD would like to offer an Online Sankethi Language Program to help our children … and even adults … 
learn the Sankethi language. As we all know, there is real danger of our language becoming extinct in the next 
generation or two, if very few of our youth learn the language. What we envision is a one-hour class every two 
weeks led by a couple of volunteer teachers who are proficient in the Sankethi language and are passionate about 
teaching. The plan is to spend about 45 minutes of each session on the language and for the remaining time have a 
Sankethi elder go over some aspect of Sankethi culture based on their own personal experience.  
 
If you or your children are interested in learning the language or honing your language skills, please send a note to 
Sudarshan (sudi_sudarshan@yahoo.com) or contact any Board member. Also, if you are proficient in the language 
and are interested in teaching, please contact Sudarshan or any Board member. Once we gauge the interest, we 
will send more details about the program. 

 
6. Request For Donations To NASA Charitable Causes   

The NASA BOD would like to provide assistance to needy Sankethi students and senior citizens in India through 
partner organizations that are authorized by the Government of India to receive foreign funds. NASA encourages its 

mailto:sudi_sudarshan@yahoo.com
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members to donate generously to support these worthy causes. If you are eligible for employer-matching programs, 
please use those to increase your impact. It only takes a little to have a large impact. Since NASA is a registered 
501(c)(3) charitable organization, you may be eligible for tax benefits for your donations to these funds. Please 
consult with your tax professional to determine if you are able to deduct these donations. 
 
To make donations for the present fundraising drive, please send your check to NASA, Inc., 161 Natsisky Farm 
Rd.South Windsor, CT 06074 or contact the NASA Treasurer at NASATreasurer@gmail.com to make arrangements for 
electronic transfer. Please indicate the cause you would like to make your donation for e.g., Scholarship, Senior 
Citizen. If you don’t designate the NASA BoD will use your donations where funds are most needed. NASA will provide 
a receipt acknowledging your generous donation. 
 
We request you to make donations by July 4, 2021. We will then make the disbursements to qualified organizations. 
 

Sankethi Student Scholarships 
 
Donations designated for student scholarships will be used for provide board, lodging and educational assistance to 
needy Sankethi students in India. The funds will be managed according to IRS guidelines and disbursed at NASA’s 
discretion to eligible organizations in India. About 95% of the funds collected will be used for charitable purposes and 
the remainder will be used to cover administrative expenses. To help you plan your donations, here are some 
suggested amounts based on Kowshika Sankethi Sangha’s scholarship programs. 
 

Boarding and lodging for one Sankethi student in a hostel $300/year ($25/month) 

Degree student scholarship (Medical, Engineering, PG, etc) $120/year ($10/month) 

Pre-degree students $90/year ($7.50/month) 

Other students (10-12 grade) $60/year ($5/month) 

Partial college fee reimbursement $480/year ($40/month) 

General support Any amount 

 
Sankethi Senior Citizen Support 
 
Many Sankethi senior citizens in India are left without money or family to support them in their old age. The Sankethi 
Old-Age Home provides needy seniors with lodging, food and medical care. Donations designated for Senior Citizen 
Support will be used to support the needs of elderly Sankethis in India. The funds will be managed according to IRS 
guidelines and disbursed at NASA’s discretion to eligible organizations in India. About 95% of the funds collected will 
be used for charitable purposes and the remainder will be used to cover administrative expenses. To help you plan 
your donations, here are some suggested amounts based on Kowshika Sankethi Sangha’s estimated costs of senior 
programs. 
 

Senior Citizen/widow/disability pension $180/year ($15/month) 

Board and lodging in the Sankethi Old Age Home $720/year ($60/month) 

Emergency Medical Support $180/year ($15/month) 

General support Any amount 

 
7. NASA Sponsors Carnatic Music Concert Recording By Shantala Subramanyam 

The NASA Board is pleased to recognize and cosponsor a concert by talented Sankethi artiste Vidushi Shantala 

Subramanyam. Shantala is an AIR Graded artiste based in Chennai and is the sister of renown Carnatic flautist 

Shashank Subramanyam.  

 

mailto:NASATreasurer@gmail.com
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Shantala Subramanyam was born in Bangalore and raised in Chennai, the heartland of Carnatic music. She plays 

the Carnatic bamboo flute, in addition to singing Carnatic vocal music. Shantala started her music learning at a 

young age under the tutelage of her father M N Subramanyam, himself an amateur musician, and her brother 

Shashank, the world-renown flautist. She continued her vocal training under the eminent musician, the late Sri  

Vairamangalam Lakshminarayanan. She is currently pursuing vocal music training under accomplished vocalists 

Sri O.S.Thyagarajan and Sri T.V. Gopalakrishnan. Her rhythm training was enriched by the contributions of famed 

percussionists Trichur Sri Narendran, Sri Patri Satish Kumar and Sri Parupalli Phalgun. Owing to her diligent and 

rigorous training, Shantala has been highly appreciated for her melodic presentations combined with complex 

rhythmic patterns. Today, she’s recognized by music critics and experts as an important and authentic voice in 

this demanding tradition.  

 

Shantala has has graced the stages of many reputed organizations such as Sri Krishna Gana Sabha, Narada Gana 

Sabha, Mudhra, Hamsadhwani, Rama Seva Mandali to name a few and, in recent years is a frequent visitor to 

Europe, USA, Canada, England, Ireland and Malaysia for concerts, workshops and lec-dems. She has given 

lectures in Carnatic music and rhythms at Goteborg University in Sweden, Music Academy Oslo, Royal College of 

Music – Stockholm, and University of North Carolina at Greensboro. She has performed for young audiences in 

schools in Sweden, Germany, USA and India. 

 

Shantala is also a well sought-after teacher. She has been imparting training in South Indian vocal music, flute 

playing and reciting kunakkol [vocal rhythm] to scores of students from India and across the globe. She has 

released two CD albums titled “Bamboo in Harmony” and “Dakshin” in collaboration with popular artists from the 

South Indian music tradition. The albums have been highly appreciated by critics and audiences alike. 

 

In this full-length concert recorded live, Shantala is accompanied by Vidushi Akkarai Sornalatha on the Violin, 

Vidwan Patri Satishkumar on the Mrudangam, and Smt. Shirisha Shashank on the Tambura.  

 

Here is a link to the concert. We hope you will enjoy this. To view this, either copy and paste the link to your 

browser or press the <CTRL> button and click on the link below. 

 

https://youtu.be/egOOWTq6YNU 

 

8. Review Of Concert By Shantala Subramanyam And Party 
Smt. Shantala Subramanyam, internationally acclaimed Carnatic musician, Flautist and Vocalist  
released a fabulous vocal concert named Meenakshi Kripa. She is accompanied by Akkarai Soornalatha on the violin 
and Sri Patri Satish Kumar on the mrudangam. This concert was co-sponsored by NASA. 
 
Shantala starts the concert with a prayer, followed by the song Paahi paahi Baal Ganapathe in Hamsadwani with a 
brisk chittai swara. A very vibrant, rarely heard song by Sri Thyagaraja, Pattividuvaradu in the raga Manjari comes 
next. A soothing Alapana in Kalyana Vasantha and the song Nadaloludai with catchy kalpana swarams is rendered 
next. This is followed by soulful singing of Thaye Tripura Sundari, a song composed by Periyasaami Thooran in Suddha 
Saveri raga and Khanda chapu tala. 
 
The main song is Dikshitar's masterpiece Meenakshimemudam in Poorvi Kalyani, with very enjoyable and soulful 
Raga Alapana, well-fitting Neraval and complex, skillfully rendered Kalpanaswarams, followed by a brief but brilliant 

https://youtu.be/egOOWTq6YNU
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Tani Avartanam. This is followed by Chittam Eppadiyo in Nadanamakriya and Kshana madhuna in Hamsanandi. The 
concert concludes with a perfect rendition of Dr. M. Balamuralikrishna’s Brindavani thillana. 
 
Shantala, with a deep passion for Carnatic music and a mission, has done decades of sadhana in Carnatic music on 
the bamboo flute and recently with more dedication to vocal music, she has come up to heights, beating many odds. 
Selection of songs, keeping in mind different ragas, talas and composers, speaks volumes about her accomplishment 
which you can see in this concert.  
 
Velvety violinist Sornalatha who follows the vocalist like a shadow is simply superb! Her bhavapooritha Poorvi Kalyani 
is very enjoyable. Having learnt from and encouraged by her father, well respected Sri Akkarai  
Swamynathan sir, she has shot to great heights. In a few places, I wish there was more volume given to violin. 
 
Sr Patri Satish Kumar has given an excellent, well-fitting Mrudangam support. He is the Michael Jordan of 
Mrudangam! 
 
NASA wishes these young artists the very best. 
 

- Amrutha Viswanatha 
 

9. NASA Donation To COVID-19 Relief In India 
As you all know, COVID-19 is ravaging India at this time. There are severe shortages of Oxygen, therapeutics and 
other supplies in several parts of the country. Several service organizations are collecting funds to provide relief in 
India. The NASA Board unanimously approved a donation of $1,000 to COVID-19 relief in India. This will cover the 
cost of two Oxygen Concentrators. The funds are being sent to Sewa International, a nonprofit service organization 
registered under Internal Revenue Code 501 (c) (3) ( https://www.sewausa.org/Donate-for-Covid-19-Support-
Bharath-Fundraiser ). We encourage NASA members to contribute generously directly to this or any of the several 
organizations that are raising funds for COVID relief in India.  

 
10. Health Corner 

COVID-19: AN EVER-EVOLVING ENIGMA 
By Jayanthi Srinivasiah, MD 

 
Editor’s Note: This article was originally written in February 2021. As Dr. Jayanthi notes, the pandemic is 
dynamic and changing by the day. An update has been added at the end of the article 
 
The Novel betacoronavirus SARS-CoV-2, commonly designated as COVID-19, is responsible for severe acute distress 
syndrome that has devastated the global economy and healthcare systems causing over 155 million confirmed cases 
and over 3.2 million deaths worldwide. The numbers in the U.S. are ever-increasing with over 32 million cases and 
580,000 deaths. India has seen over 21 million cases and over 230,000 deaths with a dramatically increasing trend in 
recent weeks. 
 
COVID-19 has changed the definition of normal life around the world. Hence therapeutic and intervention strategies 
are needed to fight SARS-CoV-2 infection and return to normalcy. Understanding the pathogenesis is most crucial in 
identifying therapeutic strategies and vaccines. The three sequential phases of disease are pulmonary (pneumonia), 
pro-inflammatory (causing inflammation) and thrombotic (causing blood clots). 
Treatment options have included attacking all of the above pathogenic mechanisms. Repetition inhibitors 
(Remdesivir) are used in the pulmonary phase, corticosteroids in the pro-inflammatory phase, along with 

https://www.sewausa.org/Donate-for-Covid-19-Support-Bharath-Fundraiser
https://www.sewausa.org/Donate-for-Covid-19-Support-Bharath-Fundraiser
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immunomodulating drugs (monoclonal antibodies – casirivimab/imdevimab) in the inflammatory phase, and 
antithrombotic therapy (blood thinners) in the thrombotic phase. However, no unanimously recognized new 
treatment options are available; existing medications and treatments are being utilized. Newer drugs are still in the 
early trial phases.  
 
Vaccines are the only ideal solution for this rapidly spreading disease. Policy makers, government officials and experts 
in various fields from all countries should come together hand-in-hand to establish response operations. Vaccinations 
currently are limited due to availability. The hurdles of distribution/administration, emerging variants have also been 
roadblocks to vaccine utilization.  
 
Currently available vaccines include Moderna/Pfizer (mRNA vaccines with 95% efficacy) and Johnson & Johnson, 
recently approved (65%-85% efficacy), which are DNA vaccines, AstraZeneca (adenovirus vector vaccine) used in the 
U.K., and Novavax (protein-based vaccines). These are being used in high-risk populations throughout the world at 
this point. Herd immunity can only develop if over 70% of the population is immunized. Immunization is required 
even for patients who have recovered from the SARS-CoV-2 infection, as their antibody levels have fluctuated and 
antibody is not evident in some younger patients and populations recovering from COVID-19. Some recent studies, 
however, suggested that a single dose vaccine may be sufficient to those recovering from COVID-19. 
Recommendations for vaccine should be universal and the only hope of achieving normalcy. 
 
We are in for a challenge with this novel virus and understanding the virus with its newly developing variants (South 
African variant, homegrown variants and U.K. variant). While it is not uncommon for variants to develop with viral 
replication, the seriousness of this disease and modality of spread and morbidity from these variants have made it 
even more challenging for vaccine makers and to understand the therapeutic strategies. It appears, however, that 
current numbers in India have increased dramatically in recent weeks possibly due to spread of more infectious 
variants, lack of compliance in mask-wearing, social distancing and other measures, and low vaccination rates. As 
outlined earlier, this is a global health issue and learning from various populations is critical. 
 
Dealing with cancer patients on a day-to-day basis, with associated COVID, their poor response to therapies and their 
poor immune response to vaccines are challenges that I face as an oncologist. 
 
This is an attempt at outlining the current status of the coronavirus behavior in our community and worldwide. This is 
an ever-evolving disease, with ever-evolving interventions that would have to be updated frequently.  
 

Dr. Jayanthi Srinivasiah is a Hematologist/Oncologist with Georgia Cancer Specialists, Northside Hospital Cancer 
Institute, Atlanta, GA  
 

Update (May 7, 2021): 

Since the time this article was written, the disease course and trajectory seem to be rapidly changing. Since late April, 

India is reporting high case numbers, exceeding 400,000 daily and almost 4000 deaths daily. This is due to new 

mutations, with the new “double mutant” strain (B.1.617 variant) being the most dangerous, with both 

communicability and intensity of the disease; however, these mutations are ongoing. 

 

These changes, over time, again bring up the importance of the whole world tackling this pandemic jointly. Many 

nations and individuals are supporting India in different ways. Ultimately, to mitigate this disease, achieving herd 

immunity with vaccinations, or recovery from infection, would be essential.  Vaccinations to cover as many mutant 

strains, and plans for booster shots to cover emerging new strains, would also be essential.  This is still a dynamic 

situation and further details about the status of vaccinations will be covered in the next write-up. 
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11. Poetry By Dr. M.S. Nataraja 

 

We are happy to bring to you once again some poetry from Dr. Nataraja. In this issue, we have a Kannada translation 

of the inspirational poem The Hill We Climb by young poet Amanda Gorman who recited this at President Biden’s 

Inauguration on January 20, 2021. Dr. Nataraja has maintained the poetic style and metre of the original poem and 

has tried to bring out the emotions expressed by the original author. The views expressed in these writings are those 

of the author and don’t necessarily represent the views of NASA or its Board members. Enjoy!    

ನಾವು ಏರುವ ದುರ್ಗ 
 

ಜನವರಿ 20, 2021 ರ ಬೈಡನ್ ಹ್ಯಾ ರಿಸ್ ವಚನಸ್ವ ೀಕಾರದ ಸಂದರ್ಭದಲಿ್ಲ  ಕಪ್ಪು  ತರುಣಿ ಕವಯಿತಿ್ರ -

ಅಮ್ಾ ಾಂಡ ಗೀರ್ಭನ್ ಓದಿದ ಕವಿತೆಯ  

ಕನನ ಡ ಭಾವಾನುವಾದ: ಡಾ. ಮೈ.ಶ್ರ ೀ. ನಟರಾಜ 

 

ಬೆಳಗಾಗ, ನರ್ಮ  ನಿತಾ ದ ಸ್ವ ಗತ 

’ಮುಗಿಯದ ಕತತ ಲಲ್ಲ 

ಬೆಳಕನಾಂತು ಕಂಡೇವು?’  

‘ನಷ್ಟ ದ ಭಾರವನು ಹೇಗೆ ಹೊತೆತ ೀವು?’ 

‘ಸಾಗರವ ಸ್ೀಳಿ ಎಾಂತು ನಡೆದೇವು?’ 

ಹೆಬ್ಬು ಲ್ಲಯ ತಬ್ಬು  ಧೈಯಭದಲ್ಲ ನಿಾಂದೇವು? 

 

‘ನಿಶ್ಶ ಬ್ದ ವಾಂದರೆ ಶಾಂತ್ರ ಎಾಂದೇನಲಿ ’ 

ಎಾಂಬ್ಬದನರಿತೆವು. 

‘ಆದದ್ದದ ಲಿ  ನ್ಯಾ ಯವಲಿ ’ 

‘ರೂಢಿಯಾಂದ ಮ್ತಿ ಕೆ್ಕ  

ನ್ಯಾ ಯ ಸ್ರ್ಮ ತವಲಿ ’ 

ನಿರತ ಸ್ವ ಗತದ ಮೌನದಾಚೆಗೆ  

ಅರುಣ ಬಂದನು ನರ್ದ ಅಾಂಚಿಗೆ 

 

ಇನನ ೀನು ಮುರಿದುಬ್ಬೀಳುವುದೇನೀ ದೇಶ್ 

ಎಾಂಬ್ಬದಕ್ಕ ಸಾಕಿ್ಷ ಗಳಾದ್ದವು ಸೊರಗಿ 

ರ್ಳೆಯಲ್ಲ ನಾಂದು ಬ್ಬಸ್ಲಲ್ಲ ಒಣಗಿ 

ಛಳಿಯಲ್ಲ ನಡುಗಿ ಹೇಗೀ ಸ್ಹಿಸ್ಕಾಂಡೆವು. 

ದೇಶ್ ಮುರಿದುಬ್ಬೀಳಲ್ಲಲಿ  ದಿಟ,  

ಆದರೆ ಕಟ್ಟಟ ವ ಕ್ಕಲಸ್ ಇನ್ನನ  ಮುಗಿದಿಲಿ  

 

ರಾಷ್ಟ ರದ ವಂಶೀದಾಾ ರಕರು 

ಯುಗವ ಹೊತುತ  ಮುನನ ಡೆವವರು ನ್ಯವು 

ಇಲಿ್ಲ  ಒಬ್ು ಳು ತೆಳುವು ದೇಹದ ಶರ್ಲೆ 

ಒಾಂಟಿ ತಾಯಿ ಬೆಳೆಸ್ದ ಕೀರ್ಲೆ 

ಗುಲಾರ್ರ ಗೀತಿ ದ ಕೂಸು ಅಬ್ಲೆ 

ರಾಣಿಯಾಗುವ ಕನಸ್ ಕಾಣಬ್ಲಿವಳು 

ಪಟ್ಟಟ ಭಿಷೇಕದಲ್ಲ ರಾಜನದುರಲ್ಲ ನಿಾಂದು 

ಕವಿತಾವಾಚನವ ಮ್ಡುತ್ರಹಳಿಾಂದು. 

ಹೌದು ನ್ಯವು ಕಟಿಟ ದ ದೇಶ್ಕೆ್ಷ ನ್ನನ  ಬಂದಿಲಿ  ಹೊಳಪ್ಪ 

ಅದು ಪರಿಶುದಾ ವೂ ಅಲಿ , ಇರಬ್ಹುದು ಬ್ಬಳುಪ್ಪ 

ಆದರೇನಂತೆ? ಪರಿಪೂಣಭದೇಶ್ವಿದ್ದಾಂದು  

ನ್ಯವಾಂದೂ ಸಾರಿಲಿವಲಿ  

ಪರಿಪೂಣಭತೆಯತತ  ಸಾಗುವುದಷ್ಟ ೀ 

ಒಕೊ ಟ ರಚಿಸ್ಲು ಹೊರಟವರ ಧ್ಾ ೀಯ 

ಎಲಿ  ಸಂಸೆ್ ೃತ್ರಗಳ ಮೇಳೈಸುವ ಬ್ದಾ ತೆ 

ಎಲಿ  ಬ್ಣಗಳ, ಬ್ಣಣ ಗಳ, ನಡತೆಗಳ, ಆಯೆ ಗಳ ಒಕೊ ಟ 

ಅದಕೇ ಇಾಂದು ತಲೆಯತ್ರತ  ದಿಟಿಟ ಸೊೀಣ 

ನರ್ಮ  ನಡುವಿನ ಗೀಡೆಯನಲಿ   

ನಮ್ಮಮ ದುರು ನಿಾಂದಿರುವ ಬಂಡೆಯನುನ  

 

ವಿರ್ಜನಗಳ ಕೂಡಿಸುತ ಭಿನನ ರ್ತಗಳ ಕಡೆಗಣಿಸುತತ  

ನ್ಯಡಿನ ನ್ಯಳಿನ ರ್ವಿತವಾ ಕೆ್ಕ  ಮುಾಂದ್ದ ಸಾಗೀಣ 

ಅಸ್ತ ರಗಳ ಕ್ಕಳಗಿಟ್ಟಟ  ಹಸ್ತ ಲಾಘವಕ್ಕ ಕೈಯ ಚಾಚೀಣ 

ಯಾರಾಂದಿಗೂ ಬೇಡ ಆಕಿ ೀಶ್ 

ಎಲಿರಾಂದಿಗು ಇರಲ್ಲ ವಿಶವ ಸ್ 

ನೀಡುತ್ರಹ ವಿಶ್ವ  ಹೇಳಲ್ಲ ಈಗ 

ಸ್ತಾ ವಾಂದು ಸಾರಲ್ಲ ಬೇಗ 

ಕಣಿಣ ೀರ ಸುರಿಸ್ದರೂ ತಲೆಯತ್ರತ  ಬೆಳೆದಿಹೆವಾಂದು 

ನೀವಿನಲ್ಲ ಬೆಾಂದರೂ ರ್ರವಸೆಯ ಹೊತ್ರತ ಹೆವಾಂದು 

ಸೊೀತು ಸುಣಣ ವಾದರೂ ಯತನ ವನು ಬ್ಬಡದಿಹೆವಾಂದು 

ಐಕಾ ತೆಯ ಬಂಧನದಿ ಜಯಭೇರಿ ಹೊಡೆದಿಹೆವಾಂದು 

 

‘ಮುಾಂದ್ದಾಂದೂ ಸೊೀಲಕಾಣೆವು’ ಎಾಂದೇನ್ನ ಅಲಿ  

ಆದರೆ ವಿರ್ಜನಯ ಬ್ಬೀಜವನು ಬ್ಬತತ ದಿರೀಣ ನ್ಯವಾಂದು 

ಶಸ್ತ ರಗಳು ಸಾರುತ್ರವ ತ್ರಳಿದುಕಳಿಿ  

ಕುಳಿತ್ರಹೆವು ಸುತ್ರತ ಕಾಂಡು ಮೈಮೇಲೆ ಬ್ಳಿಿ   

ಮುಚಿಿ ಕಳಿಲು ಉಾಂಟ್ಟ ಅಾಂಜೂರದ್ದಲೆ 

ಇರಿ ಯಾರೂ ಯಾರನ್ನ ರ್ಯಪಡಿಸ್ದ್ದಲೆ 
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ನರ್ಮ  ಕಾಲದಿ ನ್ಯವೇ ಬಾಳಲುಬೇಕು   

ಕತ್ರತ ಯಲುಗಲ್ಲ ಇಲಿ  ಜಯದ ಝಲಕು 

ಕಟಿಟ ದ ಸೇತುಗಳೆ ನರ್ಗೆ ಮುಾಂದಿನ ದಾರಿ 

ನ್ಯವು ಏರುವ ದುಗಭ ಛಾತ್ರಯಿದದ ರೆ ಏರಿ 

ಅಮ್ಮರಿಕದ ಪಿ ಜೆ ಆಗಿರುವುದ್ದಾಂದರೆ  

ಹಿರಿಯರು ಕಟಟ  ಕೃಪೆಗೆ ಹೆಮ್ಮಮ ಪಡುವುದಷ್ಟ ೀ ಅಲಿ  

ಅದು ನ್ಯವು ಭೂತಕಾಲಕೆ್ಷ ಡುವ ಹೆಜೆೆ  

ಅಾಂದಿನ ದುರಂತಗಳ ತ್ರದುದ ವ ರ್ಜೆೆ  

 

ರಾಷ್ಟ ರವನು ಹಂಚಿಕಳಿು ವ ಬ್ದಲು  

ಪ್ಪಡಿಮ್ಡುವ ದೈತಾ ಶ್ಕ್ಷತ ಯನು ಕಂಡೆವಷ್ಟ ? 

ಪಿ ಜಾತಂತಿ ವನ ರದುದ ಗಳಿಸ್ಲು ಹೊರಟವರು  

ಇನನ ೀನು ಜಯವ ಗಳಿಸ್ಯೇಬ್ಬಟಿಟ ದದ ರಲಿ  

ಅದು ತಾತೆಾ ಲ್ಲಕ ಜಯವಿರಬ್ಹುದು 

ಸಾವಭಕಾಲ್ಲಕವಾಗಲಾರದು ಅದ್ದಾಂದು 

ಈ ನಿಜವ ನಂಬೀಣ  ನಂಬ್ಬಗೆಯ ನಂಬೀಣ 

 

ನರ್ಮ  ಕಣಿಣ ರಲು ಬ್ರುವ ನ್ಯಳಿನ ಮೇಲೆ 

ಇತ್ರಹ್ಯಸ್ ನೀಡುತ್ರದ್ದ ನರ್ಮ ನಿಾಂದು 

ಕೂಡಿಟಟ  ಪಾಪಗಳ ತೊಳೆದು ಕಳೆಯುವ ಕಾಲ 

ಅದು ಹುಟಿಟ ದಂದು ನ್ಯವು ನಡುಗಿದ್ದದ ವು 

ಎಾಂಥ ನಡುಗಿಸುವ ಗಳಿಗೆಯದು  

ಅವರ ತಪ್ಪು ನ ಹೊರೆಗೆ ಸ್ದಾ ರಾಗದ ನ್ಯವು  

ಅದರಲೇ ಕಂಡುಕಾಂಡೆವು ಶ್ಕ್ಷತ  

ಹೊಸ್ ಅಧ್ಯಾ ಯ ಬ್ರೆವ ಯುಕ್ಷತ   

ರ್ತೊತ ಮ್ಮಮ  ರ್ರವಸೆಯ ನಗುವ ರಕ್ಷತ  

 

‘ಹೇಗೆ ತಾನೇ ಗೆದ್ದದ ೀವು ಇಾಂಥ ಸಂಕಟವ?’ 

ಎಾಂದು ಕರಗುತ್ರದದ ವರು  

‘ಸಂಕಟ ನರ್ಮ  ಗೆದಿದ ೀತು ಹೇಗೆ?’ ಎಾಂದು ಬ್ಬೀಗಿದ್ದವು 

ಕಳೆದ ದಿನಗಳ ಕಡೆಗೆ ರ್ರಳದಿರೀಣ ಎಾಂದೂ  

ಬ್ರುವ ದಿನಗಳ ಕಡೆಗೆ ನಡೆಯೀಣವಿಾಂದು 

ಗಾಯಗಾಂಡರೂ ದೇಶ್ ನಿಾಂದಿಹುದು ಇಡಿಯಾಗಿ 

ಉಳಿದಿದ್ದ ಇನ್ನನ  ಸ್ನ್ಯಮ ಗಭ, ಧೈಯಭ,  

ರೀಷ್ದಲ್ಲ ಮ್ಮರೆವ  ಸಾವ ತಂತಿ ಾ  

 

ಯಾರೂ ಹಿಾಂದಿರುಗಿಸ್ಲಾರರೆರ್ಮ ನು 

ಬೆದರಿಕ್ಕ ಒಡಿಿ  ಚದುರಿಸ್ಲಾರರಿನುನ  

ಕರ್ಭಹಿೀನರಾದರೆ ನ್ಯವು  

ಇದದ ಲಿೆ  ಬ್ಬದುದ  ನಿದ್ದದ ಹೊೀದರೆ ನ್ಯವು 

ಆಗುವವು ಮುಾಂದಿನ ಪ್ಪೀಳೆಗೆಯ ಶಪ 

ರ್ವಿಷ್ಾ ದ ಬ್ಲಹಿೀನತೆಯ ವಿಲಾಪ 

ನರ್ಮ  ಹೊರೆ ಆಗುವುದು ಅವರ ಹೊರೆ 

 

 

ಆದರೆ ಈ ಮ್ತು ಸ್ತಾ  

‘ಕರುಣೆಯಾಂದಿಗೆ ಶ್ಕ್ಷತ ಯಿದದ ರೆ,  

ಶ್ಕ್ಷತ ಯಾಂದಿಗೆ ನ್ಯಾ ಯವಿದದ ರೆ 

ಪಿ್ಪ ೀತ್ರಯೇ ಆಗುವುದು ನರ್ಮ  ಆಸ್ತ ’ 

ದೊರಕಾವು ರ್ಕೆ ಳಿಗೆ  ಜನಮ ಸ್ದಾ  ಹಕೆು ಗಳು 

 

ಆದದ ರಿಾಂದಲೆ ಕೇಳಿ ದೇಶ್ವಾಸ್ಗಳೆ 

ಮುಾಂದಿನ ಪ್ಪೀಳಿಗೆಗೆ ಬ್ಬಟ್ಟಟ ಹೊೀಗೀಣ ಉತತ ರ್ ದೇಶ್  

ನರ್ಗೆ ದಕೆ್ಷ ದದ ಕೆ್ಷ ಾಂತಲೂ ಉತತ ರ್ ದೇಶ್ 

ಇದು ನನನ ದ್ದಯ ಮಿಡಿತದ ಘಂಟ್ಟಘೀಷ್  

ಘಾಸ್ಗಾಂಡಿಹ ವಿಶ್ವ ವನು  ವಾಸ್ಗಳಿಸೊೀಣ 

ಪಶಿ್ಚ ರ್ದ ಸ್ವ ಣಭದುಗಭಗಳಿಾಂದ ಏರೀಣ 

ಪೂವಭಜರ ಕಿಾ ಾಂತ್ರಯ ಈಶನಾ ದಿಾಂದ  

ಗಾಳಿಯಂತೇರೀಣ ವೇಗದಿಾಂದ 

ಸುಾಂದರ ಸ್ರಸ್ಗಳ ನಗರಮ್ಗಭದಿ ಹೊರಟ್ಟ  

ಮೇಲೆ ಮೇಲೇರೀಣ ರ್ಧಾ ಪಶಿ್ಚ ರ್ದಿಾಂದ 

ಸುಡುವ ಸೂಯಭನ ಜೊತೆಗೆ ತೆರೆದ ತೆಾಂಕಣದಿಾಂದ 

ಬ್ಬಸ್ಯ ಸೂಸುತಲ್ಲ ಮೇಲಕೇರೀಣ 

 

ಕಟ್ಟ ೀಣ ದೇಶ್ ಅಳಿಸೊೀಣ ದ್ದವ ೀಷ್ 

ರ್ತೊತ ಮ್ಮಮ  ಮೇಲೆದುದ  ತುಾಂಬೀಣ ಕೀಶ್ 

ಮೂಲೆ ಮೂಲೆಗಳಲಿ್ಲ ಎಲಿೆ ಲಿು  ಹುಡುಕ್ಷ 

ಕೀಣೆ ಕೀಣೆಗಳಲಿ್ಲ  ಬ್ಬಡದ್ದಲೆ ತಡಕ್ಷ 

ವಿವಿಧತೆಯ ಸಾಕಾರ ಸುಾಂದರ ಸುಶ್ಚೀಲರನು 

ತುಳಿತದಲ್ಲ ತಗಿಿ ರುವ ತರತರದ ತರಳರನು 

ಎಲಿರನು ಕೂಡಿಸುತ ಹೊರಡಿ ಮ್ಮರವಣಿಗೆ 

 

ಆದಾಗ ಬೆಳಗು ತೊಲಗುವುದು ಕತತ ಲು 

ಕಣಮ ರೆಯಾಗುವುದು ಉರಿವ ಬೆಾಂಕ್ಷಯ ನಳಲು 

ನಿರ್ಭಯದಿ ಉಬ್ಬು ವುದು ಅರುಣನುದಯದ ಛಾಯ 

ಸಾವ ತಂತಿ ಾ ದಾರತ್ರಗೆ ಮುಳುಗುವುದು ಮ್ಯ 

ಜೊಾ ೀತ್ರ ಎಾಂಬ್ಬದು ಅರ್ರ ತ್ರಳಿಯಿರಿಷ್ಟ  

ಅದನು ನೀಡುವ ಕಣಿಳಿರಬೇಕು ಅಷ್ಟ  

ಜೊಾ ೀತ್ರಯೇ ಆಗುವ ಧೈಯಭ ಇರಬೇಕು ನಿಷೆ್  
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12. Poetry By Dr. Jaikumar Rangappa 

Next, we have a collection of interesting poems on the COVID-19 pandemic – and a humorous one on a device that 
helps both personal hygiene and the environment – penned by Dr. Jaikumar Rangappa. The views expressed in these 
writings are those of the author alone and don’t necessarily represent the views of NASA or its Board members. Enjoy!    
 

COVID THOUGHTS 

 

Do Black lives matter 

Or any White lives matter 

In truth all lives matter 

With no mask do scatter 
 

Be away from COVID virus 

Pray for all and be pious 

Don’t on others transgress 

For one’s selfish progress 

 

Please love one and all 

As calamities will befall 

For not caring for all 

Cooperate for solutions tall 
 

COVID mercilessly does disseminate 

Caring compassion will compensate 

Lord will soon a healthy world create 

If the stupid humans will cooperate! 

 

- Jaikumar Rangappa 

October 15 2020 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ANOTHER DAY 
 

On cold chilly morning I am awake 
See the orange sunrise on the lake 

Beckoning me to rise and shine 
And I hope the COVID will decline. 

 

A bright sunny day awaits ahead 
Lord invites me to walk and tread 

To appreciate His incredible Nature, 
Thank Him for His gracious wonder. 
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Many flying birds soar, land and float 
On the glistening water near my boat, 
This cold morning in my diary I note 

My good fortune to be alive and gloat. 
 

I fervently pray for pandemic to be over 
With the Almighty Lord’s blessing power! 

 

- Jaikumar Rangappa 
December 19, 2020 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

COVID FATIGUE 
 

For over a year suffer from COVID fatigue 
Bury myself in books in the literary league 
Quarantined home, being online is only gig 
In a maddening silence stay alone in my dig. 

 

Reading so many books after book 
I have whole personal library shook 
TV programs repeat day after day 

Now I hate and shun what they say. 
 

President will not give up or compromise 
To him new president-elect was a surprise 
Time flies and sun sets after every sunrise 
All politicians are crooks in different guise. 

 

Pray to the Lord to keep me calm and clear 
Till Corona virus does completely disappear. 

 

- Jaikumar Rangappa 
January 4 2021 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

COVID PANDEMIC ANNIVERSARY 

 

WHO declared global COVID pandemic a year ago 

With remote online learning students did school forgo 

With shortage of essential workers all did frown 

Republicans and Democrats in politics booed down 

 

COVID virus spread everywhere like a wild fire 

As firefighters doused burning CA homes and tire 
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Food and toilet paper were city people’s desire 

Shortage of which caused politicians to conspire 

To blame President Trump in Washington’s mire 

And governor Cuomo’s Nursing homes dead retire 
 

Doctor Fauci predicted the deadly viral calamity 

With his sincere daily advice on TV did he pity 

The indifference of government and people in city 

Over half a million died of the COVID Corona disease 

The blame games of the wily politicians did not cease 
 

As many states opened businesses and restaurants 

Pandemic spread all over again with Fauci’s taunts 

President Biden inherited COVID virus in the new year 

With new virus strains and vaccine shortage as the fear 

An aging new confused US President is so lost 

And his first term to help America may be the last 

 

Airlines fly with passengers few, movie theaters closed 

As the wild citizenry to the spreading virus were exposed 

Sports Stadia with no games all but remain empty 

Though Netflix and Amazon TV got rich fast plenty. 
 

Investors on Wall Street became millionaires overnight 

As many lost jobs and homes and starved day and night 

Social isolation has hit the depressed and the lonely 

Many mourn deaths in the nursing homes patients sadly 

Lockdowns are different by race, gender and class 

As men and women and children experience a loss. 

Home offices opened up for business, shut down city 

Road traffic and pollution came down, thanks Almighty 
 

Fires, rains and freeze followed by floods and the mudslides 

Marriages postponed, wait the anxious grooms and brides 

The COVID virus has killed the rich and the poor 

Greed and exploitation will not be tolerated any more 

Lord has warned and sent a message door to door 

To help and share God’s planet with all and Adore ! 

 

Jaikumar Rangappa 

March 2021 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DELUXE BIDET 

New bidet was installed in my toilet 

By my friend from Amazon did get 

Number 1 to clean up Number Two, 

Don’t laugh and read my clean review. 

 

Recommend as best toilet upgrade 

For all and the disabled the best aid 

Seems like lifestyle of famous and rich 

But it’s very cheap even for a snitch. 

 

Most affordable and non-electric bidet 

Easily installed fast under toilet seat 

With care the plumber can be beat 

Believe me, it is the clean butt treat ! 

 

My happy wife says it’s real fantastic 

Washes the butt clean like real magic 

No need for toilet paper wipe 

Leaving a dirty itchy anal gripe. 
 

Order it on the Internet fast 

For your lifetime it could last 

Save toilet paper rolls and the trees 

Climate change may slowly freeze. 

 

Bidet is the dirty bottom’s best friend 

Preventive healthcare’s best dividend 

Worth every penny that you do spend 

A joy for every man and woman to blend. 

 

Jaikumar Rangappa 

December 20, 2020 
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13.  Invitation To Join The NASA Board 

The NASA BOD has several openings and we need your help! Please consider volunteering to help us in planning and 
conducting activities and events, and in managing the NASA organization. We need you! Please email any member of 
the BOD to volunteer or for more information. 
 

14. Condolences 

The NASA Board expresses its deep condolences to the family of Lakshmi Kashyap who 
passed away on Sunday, February 7, 2021 in Charlotte, North Carolina. After a brief battle 
with cancer, Lakshmi died in peace at the Harris Hospice Center of Presbyterian Hospital. 
 
Born on February 28, 1944 in Mysore, Lakshmi was one of twelve children in a large, 
close-knit family. After marrying Shantaram Kashyap in 1963, she moved to Bombay. 
There she became mother to two children. The family immigrated to the United States in 
1971. They lived in Baltimore, Chicago, Southern California and, finally, Charlotte, making 
lasting friendships in all the places they called home. Lakshmi placed a high value on 
education, and continued her own at night school, while still being a fully dedicated wife 
and homemaker. She worked in information technology until retirement. 
 

Travel was a great passion for Lakshmi and she visited almost every corner of the world. Traveling through six 
continents - she did not like the cold weather and so skipped Antarctica - Lakshmi enjoyed seeing historic sites, 
absorbing cultures and broadening her perspective of the world. In fact, just one year ago, she was in Cambodia where 
she climbed the Stairway to Nirvana in Angkor Wat. While the climb was steep and grueling, Lakshmi was determined 
to make it to the pinnacle, often encouraging others along the way.  
 
Lakshmi’s greatest joy was her five grandchildren. She shared their success, encouraged them to overcome challenges 
and inspired them in their future endeavors. She was very happy to see them grow up and become engaging young 
adults.  
 
Lakshmi is survived by her husband Shantaram Kashyap; her son Vikram Kashyap and his wife Sangeeta; her daughter 
Nandini Hashe and her husband Bill; grandchildren Tejas Kashyap, Mira Hashe, Anjali Kashyap, Cayla Hashe and Rohit 
Kashyap; her sister, brothers and many other relatives and good friends. Lakshmi will be remembered for her warmth 
and her beautiful smile! 
 

15.  NASA Annual Event – A participant’s report 

This report by Smt. C.A. Sunanda on the NASA Annual Event was originally published in the February 2021 issue of 

Sankethi Sangama and is republished here with permission.  

NASA ನಾರ್ತಗ ಅಮೆರಿಕನ್ ಸಂಕೇತಿ ಸಂಘದ ವಾರ್ಷಗಕ ಕೂಟ 

 
ಡಿಸೆಾಂಬ್ರ್ ತ್ರಾಂಗಳ 12 ರ್ತುತ  13ನಯ ತಾರಿೀಖಿನಂದು NASA ಕೂಟ Zoom ತಾಾಂತಿ್ರ ಕ ಸ್ಹ್ಯಯದಿಾಂದ ನಡೆಯಿತು. ಜುಲೈ 

ತ್ರಾಂಗಳಲಿ್ಲ  ಜೊೀರಾಗಿ ನಡೆಯಬೇಕ್ಷದದ  ಸಂರಿ್ ರ್ದ ಕೂಟವನುನ , ಕರೀನ್ಯ ಕಾರಣದಿಾಂದ ಮುಾಂದೂಡಲಾಗಿತುತ . 

ದಸ್ರಾದಲಿ್ಲ  ನಡೆಯಬೇಕಾಗಿದದ  ಹಲವಾರು ಚಟ್ಟವಟಿಕ್ಕಗಳಿಗೂ ಕರೀನ್ಯ  ಕಡಿವಾಣ ಹ್ಯಕ್ಷತುತ . ಆದರೆ NASAದ 

ಅಧಾ ಕಿ್ಕ  ಪಿೆ ೀಮ್ ಕೇಶ್ವಕುಮ್ರ್ ರ್ತತ ವರ ಆಡಳಿತ ಮಂಡಳಿಯ ಶಿ್ಚ ೀ ಗಣೇಶ್ರಾವ್, ಶಿ್ಚ ೀ ಸುದಶ್ಭನ್ ಅಕಭನ್ಯಥ್, ಶಿ್ಚ ೀ 

ರಘುನ್ಯಥ್ ಕಣಗಾಲ್, ಡಾ ಅಮೃತಾ ವಿಶ್ವ ನ್ಯಥ್ ರ್ತುತ  ಡಾ ಉಮ್ ಸ್ತಾ ಪಿ ಕಾಶ್ ಇವರೆಲಿಾ  ಚಚಿಭಸ್-ಯೀಚಿಸ್ 

ಕೂಟವನುನ  Zoom ಮೂಲಕ ನಡೆಸ್ಲು ನಿಧಭರಿಸ್ದರು. ಕೂಟಕೆ್ಕ  ತಕೆ  ಸ್ರ್ಯ ರ್ತುತ  ಸಂದರ್ೀಭಚಿತ 
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ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ಗಳು, ಭಾಷ್ಣಕಾರರು, ಸಂಗಿೀತ ಪಿ ತ್ರಭಾಪಿ ದಶ್ಭನ ಮುಾಂತಾದುವುಗಳನುನ  ಸ್ರಳವಾಗಿ ನಡೆಸ್ಲು 

ತ್ರೀಮ್ಭನಿಸ್ಲಾಯಿತು. ಆಸ್ಕತ ರು ನೀದಾಯಿಸ್ಕಾಂಡರು. ನ್ಯಸಾದ ಸ್ದಸ್ಾ ರೇ ಅಲಿದೇ, ಹಲವಾರು ಸಂಕೇತ್ರ 

ಕುಟ್ಟಾಂಬ್ಗಳು ಅಮ್ಮರಿಕಾ, ಇಾಂಡಿಯಾ, ಕ್ಕನಡಾ ರ್ತುತ  ಆಸೆಟ ರೀಲ್ಲಯಾದಿಾಂದ ಸ್ಹ್ಯ ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ಗಳಲಿ್ಲ  ಪಾಲಿ್ಾಂಡರು.  

 

ಡಿಸೆಾಂಬ್ರ್ 12ನೇ ದಿನ್ಯಾಂಕದ ಕಾಯಭಕಿ ರ್ಗಳು ಶಿ್ಚ ೀರ್ತ್ರ ಶಾ ರ್ಲಾ ಅವರ ಚಿಕೆ -ಚಕೆ  ರ್ಧುರ ಪಿಾ ಥಭನಯಾಂದಿಗೆ 

ಆರಂರ್ವಾದವು. ನ್ಯಸಾದ ಅಧಾ ಕಿ್ಕ  ಪಿೆ ೀಮ್ ಎಲಿರನ್ನನ  ಆತ್ರಮ ೀಯವಾಗಿ ಸಾವ ಗತ್ರಸ್ ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ಕೆ್ಕ  ಚಾಲನ ನಿೀಡಿದರು. 

ಕುಮ್ರಿ ಅಕ್ಷತಾ ರುದಿ ಪಟಟ ಣ ಅವಳ ಸಂಗಿೀತ ಕಚೇರಿ ಅದುು ತವಾಗಿತುತ . ಇಾಂಪಾದ ದನಿ, ರಾಗಗಳ ಮೇಲ್ಲನ ಹಿಡಿತ 

ಅವಳಿಗೆ ಸಂಗಿೀತದ ಮೇಲ್ಲರುವ ಆಸ್ಕ್ಷತ ಯನುನ  ತೊೀರುತ್ರತ ತುತ . ಪಕೆ ವಾದಾ ದಲಿ್ಲ  ಸ್ಹಕರಿಸ್ದ ವಿಶ್ವ ಜಿತ್ ರ್ತ್ತತ ರು 

(ವಯಲ್ಲನ್) ಹ್ಯಗೂ ಸ್ಚಿ ಪಿ ಕಾಶ್ (ಮೃದಂಗ) ಅಮೀಘ ಪಿ ತ್ರಭಾನಿವ ತರು. ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ವನುನ  ಆಸಾವ ದಿಸ್ದ 

ಅಮೃತಾರವರ ವಿರ್ಷ್ಭ ಅತಾ ಾಂತ ಸೊಗಸಾಗಿತುತ . ಸಂಗಿೀತಸುಧ್ಯ ಸಾವ ದವನುನ  ಅನುರ್ವಿಸ್ದವರಿಗೆ ಮುಾಂದ್ದ ಶಿ್ಚ ೀರ್ತ್ರ 

ಸುಧ್ಯ ಬ್ರಗೂರರ ‘ಹ್ಯಸ್ಾ ದೂಟ’ ಬ್ಹಳ ಹಿತವಾಗಿತುತ . ತರ್ಮ  ತಾಯಿ ರ್ಡಿದು ಕೇವಲ 13-14 ದಿನಗಳಾಗಿದದ ರೂ ಗೆಳತ್ರ 

ಪಿೆ ೀಮ್ ಕೇಶ್ವ್ ಅವರ ವಿನಂತ್ರಯಂತೆ, ಹ್ಯಸ್ಾ -ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ ನಡೆಸ್ಕಟ್ಟಟ   ಎಲಿರನ್ನನ  ಮಿಾಂದೇಳಿಸ್ದರು. ತನನ  

ತಾಯಿಯ ಆತಮ ಕೆ್ಕ  ಈ ಮೂಲಕ ಶಾಂತ್ರ ಕೀರುತೆತ ೀನ ಎಾಂದು ಶಿ್ಚ ೀರ್ತ್ರ ಸುಧ್ಯ ಬ್ರಗೂರು ನುಡಿದಾಗ ಕ್ಕಲವರ ಕಣಣ ಲಿ್ಲ  

ಕಂಬ್ನಿ. ಕರೀನ್ಯದ ಅಬ್ು ರಕೆ್ಕ  ಸ್ಲುಕ್ಷ ನಗುವೇ ರ್ರೆತಂತಾಗಿದದ  ಹಲವರಿಗೆ ನಗುವಿನ ರಸ್ದೌತಣ ಬ್ಡಿಸ್ದ  ಶಿ್ಚ ೀರ್ತ್ರ 

ಸುಧ್ಯ ಅವರಿಗೆ ವಂದನಗಳು. ಕಾಮ್ಮರಾ ಸ್ಥ ಗಿತಗಳಿಸ್, ಅವರವರ ರ್ನಗಳಲಿ್ಲ  ಊಟ ಮುಗಿಸ್, 30 ನಿಮಿಷ್ಗಳಲಿ್ಲ  

ಶ್ಚಸ್ತ ನಿಾಂದ ಲಾಗಿನ್ ಆಗಿ ರ್ಕೆ ಳ ಪಿ ತ್ರಭಾಪಿ ದಶ್ಭನಕೆ್ಕ  ಚಾಲನ.  

 

ಮೂರು ವಷ್ಭದ ರ್ಕೆ ಳಿಾಂದ, ಯುವಕ-ಯುವತ್ರಯರು ಪಾಲಿ್ಾಂಡ ಈ ಪಿ ದಶ್ಭನ ಎಲಿರಿಗೂ ಮುದ ನಿೀಡಿತು. 

ವಯಲ್ಲನ್, ತಬ್ಲಾ, ಕ್ಷೀ ಬೀರ್ಡಭ, ಕಳಲು ಹ್ಯಗೂ ಹ್ಯಡುಗಾರಿಕ್ಕ ಮುಾಂತಾದ ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ಗಳು ಹೊರದೇಶ್ದಲಿ್ಲ  

ನಲಸ್ರುವ ನರ್ಮ ವರು ಕಲೆಗೆ ನಿೀಡುತ್ರತ ರುವ ಪಿ್ ೀತಾಾ ಹ ರ್ತುತ  ಅಭಿಮ್ನಗಳನುನ  ಎತ್ರತ  ತೊೀರಿಸ್ತು. ಇಲಿ್ಲ  ನಲಸ್ರುವ 

ರ್ಕೆ ಳಲಿ್ಲ  ನರ್ಮ  ಕಲೆ ರ್ತುತ  ಸಂಸೆ್ ೃತ್ರ ಬ್ಗೆಗಿನ ಆಸ್ಕ್ಷತ  ನಿಜಕೊ  ಮ್ಮಚಿ್ಚ ವಂತಹದು. ಈ ದಿಸೆಯಲಿ್ಲ  ಶಿ್ ಮಿಸುತ್ರತ ರುವ 

ಎಲಿರಿಗೂ ನರ್ಮ  ಹೃತ್ತು ವಭಕ ಧನಾ ವಾದಗಳು. ಕೂಟಗಳು ಮುಾಂದ್ದ ನೈಜವಾದಾಗ ಯುಅವಜನತೆ ಇನ್ನನ  ಹೆಚಿಿ ನ 

ವಿವಿಧ ರಿೀತ್ರಯ ಪಿ ತ್ರಭಾ-ಪಿ ದಶ್ಭನಗಳನುನ  ನಿೀಡಿ, ರಚನ್ಯತಮ ಕ ವಿಚಾರಗಳನುನ  ಕುರಿತು ಚಚಿಭಸ್ 

ಅಳವಡಿಸುವಂತಾಗಲೆಾಂದು ಹ್ಯರೈಕ್ಕ. "ತುರುಫನು ಬಂದನು ಶ್ವ ೀತರ್ವನಕ್ಕ" ಇಾಂದಿನ ಅಮ್ಮರಿಕ್ಕಯ ರಾಜಕ್ಷೀಯದ 

ವಾ ವಸೆಥ ಗೆ ಕನನ ಡಿ ಹಿಡಿಯಿತು. ರ್ತೊತ ಾಂದು ಕವನ "ಆಹ್ಯ ಅಮ್ಮರಿಕಾ ಅಯಾ ೀ ಅಮ್ಮರಿಕಾ" ಅಮ್ಮರಿಕದಲಿ್ಲನ ಹಲವಾರು 

ಬ್ದಲಾವಣೆಗಳ ಕುರಿತು ಬೆಳಕು ಚೆಲಿ್ಲತು. ನಂತರ ಸ್ದಸ್ಾ ರನೇಕರು, ಉರ್ಯ-ಕುಶ್ಲ್ೀಪರಿ, ಹ್ಯಗೂ ಕ್ಕಲ ವಿಚಾರ 

ವಿನಿರ್ಯಗಳೊಡನ ಮದಲದಿನದ ಕಾಯಭಕಿ ರ್ಗಳು ಮುಕಾತ ಯಗಾಂಡವು.  

 

2ನ ದಿನವಾದ ಡಿಸೆಾಂಬ್ರ್ 13ರಂದು, ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ಗಳು ಬೆಳಿಗಿೆ  10 ಗಂಟೆಗೆ ಆರಂರ್ವಾದವು. ಕುಮ್ರಿ ಅರ್ಲಾ 

ಅರುಣ್ ಪಿಾ ಥಭನ ಸೊಗಸಾಗಿತುತ . ಕಿ್ಷಷ್ಟ  ಪದಗಳ ಸೂಕತ  ಉಚಿಾ ರ ರ್ಕೆ ಳಿಗೆ ಕಲ್ಲಕ್ಕಯಲಿ್ಲರುವ ಆಸ್ಕ್ಷತ ಯನುನ  

ಬ್ಬಾಂಬ್ಬಸುತ್ರತ ತುತ . ಚಿಕೆ ದಾಗಿ, ಚಕೆ ವಾಗಿ, ಆತ್ರಮ ೀಯವಾಗಿ ಎಲಿರನ್ನನ  ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ಕೆ್ಕ  ಆಹ್ಯವ ನಿಸುತಾತ  ಶಿ್ಚ ೀರ್ತ್ರ ಪಿೆ ೀರ್ 

ಕೇಶ್ವ್ ಅವರು, ತರ್ಮ  ಪಿಾಾಂಶುಪಾಲರಾಗಿದದ  ಡಾ ಗುರುರಾಜ ಕಜಭಗಿ ಅವರು ಶ್ಚಕ್ಷಕ-ಬೀಧಕ ಹ್ಯಗೂ 

ಮ್ಗಭದಶ್ಭಕರೇ ಅಲಿದೇ, ಎಲಿರಿಗೂ ಹೇಗೆ ಆತ್ರಮ ೀಯರಾಗಿದದ ರೆಾಂಬ್ಬದನುನ  ತ್ರಳಿಸ್ದರು. ಡಾ ಗುರುರಾಜ ಕಜಭಗಿ ಅವರ 

ವಾ ಕ್ಷತ ತವ  ಹ್ಯಗೂ ಸಾಧನಗಳ ಬ್ಗಿೆ  ವಿವರವಾಗಿ ಡಾ ಉಮ್ ಸ್ತಾ ಪಿ ಕಾಶ್ ತ್ರಳಿಸ್ಕಟಟ ರು.  

 

ಇಾಂದಿನ ಕರೀನ್ಯ ಪ್ಪೀಡಿತ ಜಗತ್ರತ ಗೆ ಅತ್ರಸೂಕತ ವಾದ ವಿಚಾರ "Joy of Giving" ವಿಷ್ಯವನುನ , ಕಜಭಗಿ ಅವರು ತರ್ಮ  

ಜಿೀವನದ ಅನುರ್ವ ರ್ತುತ  ಉದಾಹರಣೆಗಳ ಮೂಲಕ ಸ್ರಳವಾಗಿ, ಎಳೆ ಎಳೆಯಾಗಿ  ಕೇಳುಗರೆಲಿರ ರ್ನಮುಟ್ಟಟ ವಂತೆ 

ವಿವರಿಸ್ದರು. ಸ್ಮ್ಜಕೆ್ಕ  ಸ್ತು ರಜೆಗಳಾದ ನ್ಯವು ನಿೀಡಬ್ಹುದಾದ ಕಡುಗೆಗಳು ಹ್ಯಗೂ ನರ್ಮ  ಕತಭವಾ ಗಳನುನ  

ರ್ನಮುಟ್ಟಟ ವಂತೆ ಹೇಳಿದರು. "ಕಿ್ಷೀಣಿಸುವ ಸಂತಸ್ಗಳು" ಹ್ಯಗೂ "ವೃದಿಾ ಸುವ ಸಂತಸ್ಗಳ" ಬ್ಗಿೆ  ನಿೀಡಿದ 

ಉದಾಹರಣೆಗಳು ಎಲಿರ ಹೃದಯ ತಲುಪ್ಪದವು. ನ್ಯವಲಿರೂ ಸ್ಮ್ಜಕೆಾ ಗಿ, ಇತರರಿಗಾಗಿ ಏನ್ಯದರೂ ಮ್ಡಬೇಕ್ಕಾಂಬ್ 

ಸಂಕಲು ವನುನ  ಮ್ಡುವಂತಾಯಿತು. "ಕರುಣಾಳು ಬಾ ಬೆಳಕ್ಕ" ಮ್ಲ್ಲಕ್ಕಯ ಲೇಖಕರಾದ ಡಾ ಕಜಭಗಿ ಅವರು ಎಲಿರ 

ರ್ನಗಳಲಿ್ಲ  ಕಷ್ಟ ದಲಿ್ಲರುವವರ ಬ್ಗಿೆ  ಕರುಣೆ ಹುಟಿಟ ಸ್ದರೆಾಂದರೆ ಅತ್ರಶ್ಯೀಕ್ಷತ ಯಲಿ . ಪಿ ಶನ ೀತತ ರಗಳಿಗಾಗಿ ಮಿೀಸ್ಲ್ಲಟಟ  

ಸ್ರ್ಯ ಇನ್ನನ  ಬೇಕಾಗಿತುತ  ಎನಿಸುತ್ರತ ತುತ . ನಂತರ ತನನ  ಇಾಂಪಾದ ದನಿಯಿಾಂದ ಕುಮ್ರಿ ಧನ್ಯಾ  ದಿನೇಶ್ ಕೇಳುಗರ 

ರ್ನ ಗೆದದ ಳು. ಶಿ್ಚ ೀ ಗುರುದತ್ ಮೃದಂಗ ರ್ನೀಹರವಾಗಿತುತ . ಶಿ್ಚ ೀ ವಿಶ್ವ ಜಿತ್ ವಯೀಲ್ಲನ್ ಅದುು ತ. 

 

ಬೆಾಂಗಳೂರಿನಿಾಂದ ಮ್ತನ್ಯಡಿದ ಕೌಶ್ಚಕ ಸಂಕೇತ್ರ ಸಂಘದ ಅಧಾ ಕ್ಷರಾದ ಶಿ್ಚ ೀ ಅನಂತ ಅವರು ಸಂಘದ ಧ್ಾ ೀಯ ರ್ತುತ  
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ಕ್ಕಲಸ್ಗಳ ರಿೀತ್ರಯನುನ  ವಿವರಿಸುತಾತ , ವೃದಾಾ ಶಿ್ ರ್ ರ್ತುತ  ನರ್ಮ  ಜನ್ಯಾಂಗದ ವಿದಾಾ ರ್ಥಭಗಳ ವಿದಾಾ ಭಾಾ ಸ್ಕೆ್ಕ  

ಅಗತಾ ವಾದ ಸ್ಹ್ಯಯಗಳನುನ  ಅತಾ ಾಂತ ಕಳಕಳಿಯಿಾಂದ ವಿವರಿಸ್ದರು. ಸಂಕೇತ್ರಗಳೆಲಿರೂ ಒಾಂದು, ಇದರ ಉಪ-

ಪಂಗಡಗಳ ಬ್ಗಿೆ  ಇರುವ ಧೀರಣೆಗಳನುನ  ತೊಡೆದುಹ್ಯಕುವುದು ಇಾಂದಿನ ಬ್ಹುಮುಖಾ  ಅಗತಾ  ಎಾಂದರು. ನ್ಯವಲಿರೂ 

ಹೃತ್ತು ವಭಕವಾದ ರ್ನಸ್ಾ ನಿಾಂದ ಒಾಂದಾಗಬೇಕ್ಕಾಂಬ್ ನಿಲುವನುನ  ಒತ್ರತ  ಹೇಳಿದರು. ನ್ಯವಲಿರೂ ಒಾಂದೇ ಎನುನ ವ 

ಭಾವನ ನರ್ಮ  ಪಂಗಡದ ಏಳಿಗೆಗೆ ಬ್ಹುಮುಖಾ  ಎನುನ ವ ಅಭಿಪಿಾ ಯಗಳು ಚಚೆಭಯಲಿ್ಲ  ವಾ ಕತ ವಾಯಿತು. ಇದಕೆ್ಕ  

ಕೂಟದಲಿ್ಲ  ಭಾಗಿಯಾಗಿದದ  ಬ್ಹುತೇಕ ಎಲಿರೂ ಒಪ್ಪು ತಾತ  ಈ ದಿಸೆಯಲಿ್ಲ  ಆಗಬೇಕಾಗಿರುವ ಕಾಯಭಗಳ ಬ್ಗಿೆ  

ಸುದಿೀಘಭವಾಗಿ ಚಚಿಭಸ್ದರು. 

 

 Zoom ಕೂಟದಲಿ್ಲ  ಭಾಗವಹಿಸ್ದ ಎಲಿರೂ ಸ್ರ್ಯಕೆ್ಕ  ಸ್ರಿಯಾಗಿ Login ಮ್ಡುತ್ರತ ದದ ರು. ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ಗಳಲಿ್ಲ  

ಸ್ಕಿ್ಷ ಯವಾಗಿ ಶ್ಚಸ್ತ ನಿಾಂದ ಭಾಗವಹಿಸುತ್ರತ ದದ ರು. ಪಿ ಶನ ೀತತ ರಗಳ ಮೂಲಕ ಅನುಮ್ನಗಳನುನ  ಪರಿಹರಿಸ್ಕಾಂಡರು. 

ಎರಡು ದಿನಗಳ ನ್ಯಸಾ ಕೂಟ ಮುಗಿದೇ ಹೊೀಯಿತಲಿಾ  ಅನಿಸ್ತು. ಮುಾಂದ್ದ ಚ್ಚನ್ಯವಣೆಗಳು ನಡೆಯುವವರಿಗೆ, ಶಿ್ಚ ೀರ್ತ್ರ 

ಪಿೆ ೀಮ್ ಕೇಶ್ವ್ ಅವರೇ ಅಧಾ ಕ್ಷ ಸಾಥ ನದಲಿ್ಲ  ಮುಾಂದುವರೆಯುವಂತೆ ಒರ್ಮ ತದಿಾಂದ ತ್ರೀಮ್ಭನಿಸ್ಲಾಯಿತು. ಈ ಎಲಿಾ  

ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ಗಳನುನ  ಚಾಚೂಬ್ಬಡದ್ದ Zoomನಲಿ್ಲ  ವಿೀಕಿ್ಷ ಸ್ದ ನನಗೆ, ಇದೊಾಂದು ಅಭೂತಪೂವಭ ಅನುರ್ವ. 

ಕಾಯಭಕಿರ್ಕೆ್ಕ  ಕಾರಣರಾದ ಎಲಿರಿಗೂ ನನನ  ಕೃತಜ್ಞತೆ ಸ್ಲಿ್ಲ ಸ್ಲು ಇದೊಾಂದು ಪ್ಪಟಟ  ವರದಿಯನುನ  ನಿರ್ಮ  

ಮುಾಂದಿಡುತ್ರತ ದ್ದದ ೀನ  

 

ಸುನಂದಾ ಸಿ.ಎ 
 

16. Information about OCI Cards 

The following article about Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cards may be of interest to our members and is included for 
informational purposes only. Please contact the Indian Embassy or Consulate for official information. 
 

 Ministry of Home Affairs 
 

Modi Government Simplifies process for re-issue of OCI Cards 
Decision Expected to Facilitate OCI Card Holders 

Posted On: 15 APR 2021 7:02PM by PIB Delhi 
In a decision which is expected to significantly ease the process for re-issue of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cards, the 
Modi Government has decided to simplify the process. This decision has been taken on the directions of the Union Home 
Minister Shri Amit Shah. 

The OCI Card has proved to be very popular amongst foreigners of Indian Origin and spouses of foreign origin of Indian 
citizens or OCI cardholders, as it helps them in hassle free entry and unlimited stay in India. So far about 37.72 lakh OCI 
Cards have been issued by the Government of India. 

As per the extant law, a foreigner of Indian origin or a foreign spouse of an Indian citizen or foreign spouse of an Overseas 
Citizen of India (OCI) cardholder, can be registered as an OCI cardholder.  OCI card is a life-long visa for entry into and 
stay in India with a number of other major benefits attached to it which are not available to other foreigners.  

Presently, the OCI card is required to be re-issued each time a new passport is issued up to 20 years of age and once after 
completing 50 years of age, in view of biological changes in the face of the applicant.   With a view to facilitate the OCI 
cardholders, it has now been decided by the Government of India to dispense with this requirement.   A person who has 
got registration as OCI cardholder prior to attaining the age of 20 years will have to get the OCI card re-issued only once 
when a new passport is issued after his/her completing 20 years of age, so as to capture his/ her facial features on 
attaining adulthood.  If a person has obtained registration as OCI cardholder after attaining the age of 20 years, there will 
be no requirement of re-issue of OCI card. 

With a view to update the data regarding new passports obtained by the OCI cardholder, it has been decided that he/she 
shall upload a copy of the new passport containing his/her photo and also a latest photo on the online OCI portal, each 



 

Vol. 37 No. 1, November 2020  Registered Address: 28 Cranberry Cir, Medford, NY 11763  21 

 

time a new passport is issued up to 20 years of age and once after completing 50 years of age.  These documents may be 
uploaded by the OCI cardholder within 3 months of receipt of the new passport.  

However, in the case of those who have been registered as OCI cardholder as spouse of foreign origin of a citizen of India 
or an OCI cardholder, the person concerned will be required to upload on the system, a copy of the new passport 
containing the photo of the passport holder and also a latest photo along with a declaration that their marriage is still 
subsisting each time a new passport is issued.   These documents may be uploaded by the OCI cardholder spouse within 
three months of receipt of his/ her new passport.  

The details will be updated on the system and an auto acknowledgement through e-mail will be sent to the OCI cardholder 
informing that the updated details have been taken on record.   There will be no restriction on the OCI cardholder to 
travel to/ from India during the period from the date of issue of new passport till the date of final acknowledgement of 
his/ her documents in the web-based system.  

All the above services of uploading documents will be provided on gratis basis to the OCI cardholders. 

Relaxation in OCI Guidelines till 31st December, 2021 

1. The following OCI guidelines have been in force since 2005: 

• OCI card is required to be re-issued each time a new passport is acquired by the cardholder up to the age of 20 years. 

• OCI card is required to be re-issued once on acquiring a new passport after completing 50 years of age. 

2. The Government of India has decided to grant further extension of time till 31st December, 2021 to get the OCI cards 

re-issued in accordance with above guidelines. 

3. The requirement of carrying old and new passports, along with the OCI card, has been done away with. Henceforth, 

an OCI cardholder traveling on the strength of existing OCI card bearing old passport number is not required to carry 

the old passport. However, carrying the new (current) passport is mandatory.  
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